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FROM WEXFORD
TO SAVANNAH
Georgia Southern brought its International
Learning Center in Wexford, Ireland, to
the streets of Savannah in the St. Patrick's
Day Parade on March 17. The University
float featured a miniature version of the
learning center and the faculty band
"Losing Our Faculties," who played the hits
for the crowd. The University contingent
also featured the Georgia Southern
Cheerleaders, Eagle Battalion and President
Kyle Marrero. For their efforts, the
University won the Chairman's Award from
the Savannah St. Patrick's Day Committee.

Photos by Jonathan Chick

UP FRONT

ZACH S. HENDERSON
LIBRARY HOSTS A
TRAVELING EXHIBIT ON
THE HOLOCAUST
Georgia Southern University’s Henderson Library hosted the
“Americans and the Holocaust” exhibit on the Statesboro Campus
for more than a month beginning Feb. 1 and ending March 11. The
exhibit is an educational initiative of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum and the American Library Association. It examines the
motives, pressures and fears that shaped Americans’ responses
to Nazism, war and genocide during the 1930s and 40s. The
Henderson Library is among the 50 U.S. libraries selected to host the
exhibition, which began traveling to libraries in 2020.
“We are so proud to have been selected from a pool of more than
250 applicants to host this important and powerful exhibition,”
said Dean of University Libraries Lisa Carmichael, Ph.D. “We were
excited to partner with our University faculty in a series of panel
discussions and to host field trips with local schools as well. The
exhibition challenged people not only to ask ‘what would I have
done?’ but also, ‘what will I do?'”
The library also held a community opening and reception, and
a series of special events related to the exhibition on both the
Armstrong and Statesboro campuses.

GEORGIA
SOUTHERN ONE OF
NATION’S TOP TEN
MILITARY FRIENDLY®
SCHOOLS
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BIOLOGY MAJOR
RECEIVES INAUGURAL
FELLOWSHIP TO RESEARCH
OGEECHEE RIVER

GEORGIA SOUTHERN
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
AWARDED MORE THAN
$500,000 TO TRAIN
LITERACY TUTORS
The Georgia Southern College of Education (COE) was awarded
$517,575 to train elementary education literacy tutors who will work in
select schools in Chatham and Bulloch counties.
Modeled after a program the COE piloted last summer, funded by
the CARES Act, the enhanced program is funded by Gov. Brian Kemp’s
second installment of the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief
Fund (GEER II).
“We decided that as COVID continues to impact students across
all levels, we would focus and refine our tutoring efforts and apply for
funding to support a robust literacy tutoring support program for our
partners in Savannah-Chatham County Public Schools and Bulloch
County Schools,” said Alisa Leckie, Ph.D., COE assistant dean for
partnerships and outreach.
The new grant, titled “Mitigating Pandemic Literacy Loss in K-5
Students: Utilizing a Responsive Approach with College Students as
Tutors,” was prepared by several members of the COE.
“For students in teacher preparation programs at Georgia Southern,
we will now implement a tutoring component within their preprofessional block,” said Leckie.
60 tutors were hired to supplement literacy instruction and one-onone engagement within 10 elementary schools in Savannah-Chatham
and Bulloch counties, beginning June 1. The literacy tutors were
solicited from Georgia Southern as well as East Georgia State College,
Ogeechee Technical College, Savannah State University and Savannah
Technical College.
“Learning to read by the end of the third grade impacts the life
trajectories of students,” said Sally Brown, Ph.D., Georgia Southern
professor of literacy education and principal investigator of the grant.
“By helping young readers become proficient readers, we ensure
success in their academic futures and ultimately their workforce
capabilities. The GEER II grant works toward this goal.”
The project team includes: Brown; Leckie; Elizabeth Williams,
Ed.S., program coordinator; Mete Akcaoglu, Ph.D., associate professor
of instructional technology; Selçuk Doğan, Ph.D., assistant professor
of elementary and special education; and Marlynn Griffin, Ph.D.,
professor of educational psychology and coordinator of the COE’s preprofessional block.

Graduate student Brian Bush is the first recipient of a major
fellowship — the annual Ogeechee Riverkeeper research fellowship.
The fellowship is funded by investments secured from a settlement
reached from the huge fish kill in the Ogeechee in 2011. That
settlement called for a more frequent and transparent water-testing
protocol and an endowment to continue efforts to research and
protect the river.
Bush, who is pursuing a master's degree in biology, is
documenting crayfish populations and distribution, with a focus
on Procambarus petersi. The Ogeechee River Basin is home to 16
different native crayfish species and the P. petersi is an endemic
species commonly called the Ogeechee Crayfish.
"The Ogeechee River is a fascinating and understudied system,
so I've been very excited to work with the Ogeechee Riverkeeper
to spurn new research in the basin,” said Bush. “With such high
diversity of native crayfish in the Ogeechee, proper documentation
of them is imperative to ensure not only their future success but
also to maintain the things that make the Ogeechee the unique
ecosystem that it is."
His project also aims to provide education and outreach
opportunities throughout the watershed. Bush is leading the
project with biology Professor Checo Colón-Gaud, Ph.D., the
associate dean of the Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies.
The Ogeechee flows through 22 Georgia counties and provides
recreational activities that include fishing, swimming and boating.

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN
PARTNERS WITH GIRL
SCOUTS FOR NEW PROJECT
A partnership between Georgia Southern University and the
Girl Scouts of Historic Georgia is providing girls with broader
opportunities to engage in STEM (science, technology, engineering
and math) activities. Interactive and hands-on activities are being
offered at the new GIRL Center in Savannah, which officially opened
in March as part of the Girl Scouts 110th birthday celebration.
Two years ago, the University’s College of Science and Mathematics
(COSM) signed a memorandum of understanding with Girl Scouts
of Historic Georgia to assist with scientific displays, programming
and exposure to the Statesboro and Armstrong campuses. COSM
brought in the College of Education’s Center for STEM Education
(i2STEMed) to assist with creating STEM activity kits that can be
provided either on-site at the GIRL Center or checked out for local
troop use. i2STEMed created kits on secret coding (cyber security),
basic computer coding (binary beads), tree identification (biology) and
forensic science (chemistry). There are plans to develop additional
activities in engineering, drawing, ornithology, space science and
environmental science.
“As a team, we hope to build the love of STEM in girls from across
the county and do everything we can to be that positive influence in
their lives, which in turn will hopefully lead them to pursue a major
and a career in STEM, said Delana Gajdosik-Nivens, Ph.D., assistant
vice president for strategic initiatives. "COSM is proud to do our part
to bring more girls into STEM.”
Each year, thousands of Scouts from across the world visit Savannah,
the birthplace of the Girl Scouts. Girl Scouts who complete activities
at the center will earn a unique co-branded badge.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
PROGRAM JUMP-STARTS
TEACHING CAREERS
Grace Jenkins (’22) and Carlasia Habeeb-Ullah (’22) have a passion
for teaching. Both were able to follow their dream thanks to the
College of Education's Paid Residency Program. Unlike their fellow
6
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classmates, the program allowed them to teach full time and be in
charge of their own classroom their entire senior year. At the same
time, they had to complete their own University coursework. Jenkins
and Habeeb-Ullah started working last August as full-time educators
at Pulaski Elementary School in Savannah. Each received a stipend
and the same benefits as regular teachers.
“I absolutely loved it,” said Habeeb-Ullah, an Armstrong Campus
graduate. “There’s no place I’d rather be and nothing I’d rather do.
From day one, I came in, taught from my heart, and truly internalized,
‘I can do anything I put my mind to.’"
Jenkins, a Statesboro Campus education major, also praised her
opportunity to teach.
“A real teacher is going to give everything to this position,” she
said. “This is not just a job. This is not just a paid residency. This is
my career. Anyone who has the love for teaching will be ready for this
opportunity.”
The duo also completed the residency under the guidance of a
teacher from the school. Pulaski Elementary School teacher Ashley
Sullivan, Ed.D., served as their support mentor-teacher, helping them
navigate their own classroom setting for the first time.
“I think this is benefitting them tremendously,” Sullivan said. “I
would have loved this experience when I was in school.”
When the year ended, Jenkins and Habeeb-Ullah had lined up jobs
already. The Paid Residency began in the Savannah-Chatham County
Public School System two years ago. This fall, it will expand to Bulloch
County Schools.

TRUE BLUE
S P OT L I G H T

GLOBAL CITIZEN
UNIVERSITY MARKS MILESTONE
WITH CHINESE LANGUAGE
GRADUATE
There have been many firsts at
Georgia Southern University. Cody
Turner represents another. He is the
first undergraduate in the University's
history to earn a bachelor's degree in
the Chinese language concentration.
The scholar graduated in the fall of
2018. Two months later, he was in
China teaching English.
"Two of the transfer teachers
who partnered with the Chinese
language section also teach English
at the school where I now teach,"

Turner said. "On graduation day, one of
the teachers told me the school needed an
English teacher. I left for China the following
February."
Turner teaches college-level students in
Zhengzhou, the capital of Henan Province
in central China. He has embraced the
opportunity with enthusiasm and says what
he most enjoys is sharing the real side of
Western culture with his students.
“Of course, I always talk about my college
life and where I went to school while in
class,” he noted.
Turner acknowledges that life on the
North China University of Water Resources
and Electric Power campus is very different
from what he experienced “back home.”
Coming from the small town of Stapleton,
Georgia, the alumnus now lives in a bustling
city of 12 million people. What does he miss
most about being so far from home?
“One thing I miss for sure is the minimal
population,” he said. “There are so many
people over here and it can feel overbearing
sometimes. I also miss grits. I can’t really
find them over here.”
Turner entered college as a geology major
but switched when he fell in love with
Chinese studies. He didn’t take any courses
in education at Georgia Southern but
takes his inspiration from professors in the
University’s Department of World Languages
and Cultures.
“What I took with me was the fact that
I had just graduated, and I was going to
teach people who were at most three years
younger than me,” he said. “So, I teach my
class the way that I know students will enjoy.

I also took many styles that Professor
Zuotang Zhang, Ph.D., used while I was in
his class learning Chinese.”
Zhang has been teaching at Georgia
Southern since fall 2013. He says he is
proud to have had Turner as a student and
he praised the accomplishments of the
international teacher who embodies the
University’s True Blue spirit.
“Cody keeps honoring our Chinese
program and he is representing Georgia
Southern in a very positive way,” said
Zhang, adding that he was recently
featured in a provincial TV program
in China. The documentary focused
on the food and life in the city where
Turner lives. In addition to his classroom
responsibilities, the alumnus handles a lot
of translating for the school, whether for
books, articles, academic papers or events.
He uses his free time to nurture his plants
and play Super Smash Brothers at the
semi-professional level.
“I am currently number one in my
province as well as the potential secondbest Bowser (the character I use) in China,”
he said. “The most challenging thing for me
has been the lack of freedom to come and
go as I please. It is very easy to travel here
in China due to the large-scale bullet train
network, but COVID has put a damper
on this.”
Turner remains unsure about where
his career will take him, but he is making
plans to form his own translation and
interpretation business.
– Sandra Bennett
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Eagle Legends and Lore
TWO WHALES OF A TALE

One of the stranger stories making its way into Georgia Southern
lore is the story of a whale supposedly buried in Sweetheart Circle.
Through the years, various alumni have spoken about the buried
whale, some even getting engaged “on top of the whale.”
Georgia Southern Magazine dived a bit deeper and discovered the
legend is a mix-up of two different whales. This is the real story as
recounted by three people in the know.
The story of whale number one comes from alumni Frank
and Victoria Logue. In the winter of 1983, a beached whale – a
Bryde’s whale lovingly known as “Smelly Dave” – was found dead
on Georgia’s Blackbeard Island. Some members of the geology
department heard about it, went to the island and removed most
of the whale’s flesh until mostly bone remained. The remains were
buried in a sandy grave on the island, but much later a smaller
group went back and exhumed the skeleton. They brought it back
for the Georgia Southern University Museum where it remains as
part of the Museum’s permanent collection.
In the photo Professor Richard Petkewich, a paleontologist, has
his arm around the photographer, who used a tripod and timer to
take the photo. The photographer’s wife, Victoria, is in the bottom
row of the photo in the center. The photographer is 1984 graduate
Frank Logue, now the esteemed 11th bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of Georgia.
And here is the story of the second whale as told by
Professor Brent Tharp, Ph.D., director of the Georgia Southern
University Museum.
“It always delights me that the legend of the Sweetheart Circle
whale is kept alive not by the Museum or the Department of
Geology and Geography, but by generations of Georgia Southern
University students who pass down the story from one class to
another as their shared history of their time on campus. However,
like any good legend it has some core truths and over time some
added exaggerations or confusions. Ultimately, it all leads back to
the extraordinary professor Dr. Richard Petkewich.
“Petkewich was licensed to collect marine mammal specimens
that died on the beaches of Georgia’s sea islands to use as
comparative collections with the museum’s fossil collections. Among
those specimens was the Bryde's whale that Frank and Victoria
Logue helped secure. ‘Smelly Dave’ as they called him, is fortunately
no longer smelly and, in fact, is currently on loan, mounted and on
exhibit at the Telfair Museum in Savannah. He will return to the
Georgia Southern Museum later this year. Dave, however, is not the
Sweetheart Circle whale.
“Dr. Petkewich also secured a Pygmy Sperm whale, and this
specimen was brought back to Georgia Southern and was buried
in the sandhill near Sweetheart Circle. The goal was to later
exhume the mostly defleshed whale and secure the skeleton for
the museum collection. Unfortunately, Dr. Petkewich became
ill and passed away before he retrieved the skeleton and so it
remains buried on campus. This is the ‘Sweetheart Circle Whale’
that students keep alive in the ‘legends’ passed along and that the
Museum occasionally corrects.”
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BEAUTIFUL BEGINNINGS

Photos by Thomas Loof

As Savannah Mayor Thomas Gamble made his final push to establish a junior college in the city in
1935, he was also tasked with finding a location for it.
Before securing the beautiful Armstrong House on Bull Street, however, Gamble and the
junior college committee were seriously considering sharing the Savannah High School facilities.
The college would occupy the spaces after the high school teachers and students had gone home
for the day.
Luckily, however, Gamble convinced the family of the late George Ferguson Armstrong, a local
shipping magnate, to give their home to the city as the site for the school. Armstrong Memorial
Junior College would remain in the building until 1966, when they moved to the “backwoods” of
Savannah’s southside, where Abercorn Street ended at the college entrance.
The mansion was built between 1917 and 1919 and is illustrative of the Italian Renaissance Revival
architectural style. It was designed by the architect Henrik Wallin as a 10-bedroom home of nearly
26,000 square feet that included an orangery (an early term for a large greenhouse or conservatory),
large gallery and sunporch. The front and rear grounds were enclosed by 200 feet of ornate iron
fencing designed after those surrounding Buckingham Palace.
The mansion has been used in movies such as “Cape Fear,” the 1962 thriller starring Robert
Mitchum and Gregory Peck, and 1997’s “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil,” directed by
Clint Eastwood.
The preservationist and hotelier Richard C. Kessler acquired the mansion in 2017. He
commissioned a complete restoration of the property including the original carriage house which had
been demolished to make room for additional Armstrong Junior College buildings. The mansion and
landscaping were restored as closely as possible to the original design using original materials.

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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OUR
CHANGING
CAMPUSES
Georgia Southern Growth Brings
New and Future Buildings, Renovations

If you haven’t visited the Georgia Southern campuses in the
past few years, chances are they’ll look different.
With funding from the state of Georgia and several historic
gifts from devoted supporters, the University has built
impressive structures to support academics, athletics and
outreach. Some of the buildings are the largest the University
has ever built. And more are on the way.

10
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As the writers for Georgia Southern Magazine talk with
alumni around the world — some of whom haven’t set foot in
Statesboro or Savannah long before the turn of the century
— they always ask about the campus. It’s a unifying memory.
It’s the “where” that anchors the stories and exploits of their
college careers.
For those who can’t get back to campus in the near future, here’s
a roundup of the campus changes that are happening right now.

THE ARMSTRONG CAMPUS
IN SAVANNAH
The Junior Achievement Colonial Group
Discovery Center
When Georgia Southern University student Hannah
Whitehead first walked into the new Junior Achievement
(JA) Colonial Group Discovery Center, she was in awe as
she took in the sight of a small-scale Savannah community
before her.
“When I walked into the space, I was so shocked and
inspired by it all, and I stopped to think about what sixth
through eighth-graders would do when they walked into
that space,” said Whitehead, a senior communications arts
student from DeKalb County, Georgia.
JA Discovery Centers blend key components of
education to create state-of-the-art learning facilities
where middle-school students apply concepts they learn
in the classroom in a 360-degree authentic and immersive
experience. Upon arrival, these students become part
of a simulated version of their hometown within the JA
BizTown and JA Finance Park programs.
Micro versions of local storefronts such as Comcast,
Amazon, Gulfstream, Publix, Chick-fil-A, Enmarket,
Georgia Ports Authority, Georgia Power, St. Joseph’s/
Candler, South State Bank, United Way of the Coastal
Empire, Georgia Southern University and others are set up
to resemble the greater-Savannah community.
To bring this space to life, JA renovated the former
Armstrong Recreation Center into a 25,000-squarefoot interactive environment that resembles Savannah’s
Forsyth Park. The center is the first of its kind to be
developed on a university campus and the first to utilize

college students such as Whitehead as instructors. The
facility will serve 15,000 local middle school students
annually and will employ about 45 Georgia Southern
students as interns and instructors each semester.
Discovery Center instructors are usually volunteers, but
this center uses Georgia Southern students as interns,
paid as Dulany Waters Leadership Scholars thanks to
private support from local donors.
“Georgia Southern is proud to offer a space for the
Junior Achievement Colonial Group Discovery Center
where middle school students from our region and
our own students can both learn from each other and
gain valuable skills,” said Georgia Southern University
President Kyle Marrero. “The center is an example of the
transformative power of education that will impact these
students for years to come.”
Disc Golf Course
When COVID-19 made indoor recreation impractical,
Campus Recreation and Intramurals developed new
outdoor activities for students. The new disc golf course
consists of nine holes that can be played from multiple
tee spots to provide an 18-hole course experience. The
course is open every day and is free to students, staff and
the general public. Disc golf is much like traditional golf,
except players use flying discs instead of a ball and clubs.
The discs are tossed into a target, usually an elevated
basket. The hole is complete when the disc lands in the
basket. The object of the game is to complete the course
with the fewest number of throws. Students can check
out discs for free at the Armstrong Recreation Center.
The creation of the course also led to the creation of the
Georgia Southern collegiate disc golf team.
Photos by Jonathan Chick
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The Armstrong Hall of Champions
The amazing contributions of student-athletes,
coaches and administrators at Armstrong State
University will never be forgotten. The new
Armstrong Hall of Champions commemorates
decades of Pirate achievements on the playing fields
and in the classrooms.
The space serves as a permanent home for
showcasing the Pirates who competed in NCAA
Division II and the Peach Belt Conference before
the 2018 consolidation of Armstrong and Georgia
Southern. The Hall of Champions houses the
Armstrong Athletics Hall of Fame, championship
trophies from the NCAA, the Peach Belt Conference
and displays a complete listing of All-America honors
earned by student-athletes. It also includes photos,
team rosters and a championship banner display,
framed by the original basketball playing surface of
the Armstrong gym, built in 1967 when the campus
moved to its southside location in Savannah.
"We benefit as an institution from the history and
the people of Armstrong State University," University
President Kyle Marrero said at the February ribboncutting. "And we will always celebrate that and
remind ourselves of that incredible legacy. We are
embracing the history and culture and distinctiveness
of this campus and want to honor and build upon the
foundation of Armstrong. We recognize this campus
has a proud history and a rich, rich legacy."
The Hall of Champions is located inside what is
now the Armstrong Recreation Center, a building
that used to be the home of Armstrong’s men’s and
women’s basketball teams. Alumni and Hall-of-Fame
members were invited back for the ribbon-cutting.
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THE STATESBORO CAMPUS
The Jack and Ruth Ann Hill Convocation Center
Georgia Southern’s master plan includes expansion to an area called
South Campus, which is located along Lanier Drive to the southeast
crossing Veterans Memorial Parkway. This location will be the home of
the Jack and Ruth Ann Hill Convocation Center. The Center will be
the future home of Georgia Southern basketball, and will house some
indoor graduations.
“This will be a tremendous addition to our Statesboro Campus, for
our local community and for our students,” said Georgia Southern
President Kyle Marrero. “We are grateful to the governor and the
legislature for supporting this project, which will be a permanent
reminder of the generational impact made by Jack and Ruth Ann Hill.”
The center will be a multi-story complex that fills two vital
University needs:
1. Approximately 7,000 square feet of additional instructional
space for the Waters College of Health Professions,
specifically for the sports and exercise psychology and sports
management programs.
2. A multipurpose arena that can be utilized for large-scale events
such as commencement ceremonies, speakers, concerts, job
fairs and other University and community assemblies. The
arena will be the new home court for Georgia Southern Eagles
NCAA basketball games.
The academic space expansion is needed to keep up with
enrollment in the Waters College of Health Professions, which has
gone from 5,085 in 2018 to 5656 in 2021 and to support Georgia
Southern’s commitment to expand its nursing cohort by 30% over the
next five years.
For convocations, graduation ceremonies and other events that use
the floor, the center occupancy tops out at almost 5,900. For athletic
events and basketball games, the center will seat approximately
5,500 spectators.
The center also will include full office suites and locker rooms for
Georgia Southern’s men’s and women’s basketball teams.

“The Jack and Ruth Ann Hill Convocation Center is a true gamechanger for Georgia Southern University, the Statesboro community
and Southeast Georgia,” said Director of Athletics Jared Benko. “Our
men’s and women’s basketball teams will transition to the facility fulltime upon its opening. With new locker rooms, team spaces, training
rooms, a strength and conditioning area and fueling stations coming on
board, it will create a best-in-class student-athlete experience. We are
also excited to partner with the faculty and staff in the Waters College
of Health Professionals on new projects and initiatives.”
When completed, the 95,000-square-foot facility will be the largest
event venue space between Savannah and Macon. Total construction
cost is estimated at just more than $50 million, while the total project
budget is set at $64.46 million. Funding for the project comes from a
combination of state and privately raised funds. Some site work has
already begun but construction will not begin in earnest until this fall
with a construction completion target of late 2024.
The Anthony P. Tippins Indoor Practice Facility
On April 23, Georgia Southern broke ground on the new Anthony
P. Tippins Indoor Practice Facility. The new facility will include a
91,300-square-foot practice area, fully-covered 120-yard regulation
football field and an approximately 30-yard practice area for
supplemental drills. An advanced netting system will further enhance
training opportunities for student-athletes, particularly football,
baseball, softball, men's soccer, women's soccer and women's track and
field. For more information, see the full story on page 56.
University Villas to Come Down for More Parking
If you lived in University Villas, your future visits to Statesboro
could be jarring. University Villas will be no more. Demolition of
the unoccupied student housing complex began shortly after spring
commencement. The complex has been vacant since 2020. The space
will be transformed into a needed parking facility containing 800 to
1,000 spaces. The lot will be used for student parking and may also
provide additional parking for athletic events. The project is expected
to be completed in early fall 2022.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

13

F E AT U R E S

Longest-serving Professor
Olavi Arens Says Teaching
Keeps Him Going
If you have attended any of the Georgia Southern
Commencement ceremonies in the past few years, you might
have seen the distinguished white-haired gentleman carrying the
mace at the head of the procession. The Mace Bearer is the honor
bestowed on the longest-serving professor.
But did you know that Georgia Southern’s Mace Bearer
is also the expert you may have seen discussing the war in
Ukraine on TV?
History professor Olavi Arens, Ph.D., was born in the Baltic
country of Estonia and is frequently called upon by the media for
his insights on Russia and the war in Ukraine.

FROM
REFUGEE
TO EXPERT

14
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FLEEING ESTONIA
Arens has firsthand experience of the impact of the former Soviet
Union’s and present day Russia’s empirical agenda.
“My mother and my two brothers and I were political refugees
from Estonia, part of the flight of people out of Eastern Europe
due to the Soviet Union’s expansion of communism,” said Arens.
“After the Second World War it was tumultuous. We were in
refugee camps and settlements in Germany. In 1949 we came
to the United States as beneficiaries of President Truman's
refugee act.“
Arens’ family settled in Massachusetts. His mother worked
tirelessly to keep the family together and made sure the boys
focused on their schoolwork.
“When we came here my mother had to work very hard in order
to maintain us,” said Arens. “It was a struggle for her. But she
made certain that my two brothers and I were expected to excel
in school.”
Arens graduated from high school in Massachusetts and then
went on to Harvard.
“After Harvard, I moved to New York City,” recalled Arens. “It
was overwhelming to be at Columbia in bustling New York after
quiet Harvard.”
For his master’s degree Arens matriculated through the Russian
Institute at Columbia University and continued at Columbia for
his Ph.D.
During the writing of his dissertation on the revolutionary
developments in Estonia of 1917-18, Arens spent a year in
Helsinki, Finland, conducting research and frequently visited St.
Petersburg, Russia (called Leningrad at the time) for further study.
Later, he taught at Montclair State College in New Jersey and a
private high school in New York.
WHERE TO GO NEXT?
In 1974, Arens was looking for a new opportunity.
“I attended the American Historical Association Conference
in New Orleans and met the department chair at Armstrong who
invited me to Savannah,” said Arens with a chuckle. “I assume the
interview went well because they offered me the job.“
At the time, colleagues wondered why Arens would be attracted
to a sleepy Southern town. But as a historian, he appreciated the
history of Savannah and enjoys the historic preservation that is
now so evident. In fact, he lives in a historic Savannah home.

Photos by Jonathan Chick
THINKING DIFFERENTLY
Forty eight years after arriving in Savannah and teaching first at
Armstrong State and then the consolidated Georgia Southern, Arens
still tries to impress on students the need to think in new ways.
“I worked with Olavi last summer to create a mapping project he
uses for teaching,” said T. Kurt Knoerl Ph.D., a Georgia Southern
assistant professor of history. “I was intrigued by how, after decades
of teaching, he was still looking for new ways to get students engaged
with learning. He has students explore an exhibit he created to learn
about what Christopher Columbus actually knew about the earth and
what was in his mind when he began his explorations.“
The student accolades for Arens are many.
“I was able to study abroad in Estonia with him thanks to his
single-handed efforts to secure me a scholarship,” said Autumn
Johnson (‘09), assistant professor and special collections librarian
at Georgia Southern’s Henderson Library. “Dr. Arens is simply the
type of professor that really made you want to try harder, read more,
think more.”
Arens mentored history student Lee Hitt (‘20) on her honors thesis.
“He had more than a few late nights with me, helping me whip my
thesis into shape,” said Hitt. “Any student who has the privilege of
taking one of his classes or working with him directly should not pass
up the opportunity.”
“Dr. Arens is my mentor,” said Matthew Adams, Ph.D., (‘05),
associate professor of history at Savannah State University. “He
has helped me more academically than anyone. The man is a gem.
I was very fortunate in 2003 to be directed to his office filled with
mountains of papers and books where he was hidden. I found my
decades-long academic mentor by way of his wispy white hair sticking
up among the stacks of papers where he was reading a book.”
It’s obvious that Arens loves teaching as much as his students enjoy
studying with him.
“I mean, this is what keeps me going, teaching,” said Arens.

THE WAR IN UKRAINE IS PERSONAL
Because Arens is from Estonia, he constantly watches what is going on
with the war. He thinks it will be hard to predict what will happen with
President Putin in charge.
“For him, Ukraine was simply part of this Russian empire. So he has
to try to show the Russian population and the rest of the world that
Russia matters,” said Arens.
But Arens sees hope in the way much of the world has responded to
the war.
“I'm generally heartened by the policies pursued presently by the
United States and the European leaders of sticking together and
presenting a common front.”
THE WAR HAS PIQUED STUDENT INTEREST
“I am scheduled to teach my modern Russia history course in the
fall for the first time in a few years”, said Arens. “And I always make
it available to older people in the Savannah community. They can
attend class free of charge if they are over 62. And of course, we as
teachers enjoy the classes where we are able to get diverse student
conversations going. If you've got a good mix of students it is
very stimulating."
FUTURE PLANS
Retiring from teaching seems like a distant thought to Arens. When
asked about any future retirement plans, he talks instead about the
needs of students.
“It’s more important than ever today that students need to understand
where people from another culture are coming from. And when I read
my final exams, and if I find students understand that, then I've done
my job. I so enjoy teaching and as long as students find that I am saying
useful things and prodding them, then no. I will not retire.”
It looks like Arens will be the Mace Bearer for some years to come.
— Liz Walker
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The
Inspirational
Journey
Alumnus Finds
His Voice in Music
and Ministry

Adventurous. Risky. Exciting. That is how
Travis Greene (’06) describes his early years
as a singer in the gospel music industry.
"Being able to do what I love for a living
is a dream come true," he said. "I’m still not
used to it, and I’ll never take it for granted.
There was no backup plan for me. This is all I
wanted to do."
Following the path that led to his success
took a little prodding. As a Georgia Southern
student, Greene studied music but majored
in business management. Instead of pursuing
his dream, he focused on a more practical
career. He planned to get an MBA, then join
the corporate world. But he changed his
mind after a conversation with his Georgia
Southern piano teacher.
“Professor Natalia Da Roza really inspired
me,” Greene said about the professor who
taught him to read music. “There was a
turning point as I approached graduation
when she asked me about my future plans.
When she heard the path I planned to pursue,
she challenged me to follow my passion –
which was music and ministry.”

FINDING HIS LOVE FOR MUSIC

Like many other successful singers, Greene
grew up surrounded by music. His father
played the guitar, and his mother was a
minister and choir director. Being a part of
the military community, his family lived in
a few places until they settled in Warner
Robins, Georgia. When he was five years old,
his father died unexpectedly of an aneurysm.
The alumnus found comfort in music, saying
it was God’s way of giving him an escape from
grief and adversity.
“I turned to the keyboard instead of drugs
and life on the streets,” he said in published
interviews. “Any instrument I put my hands
on, I was able to play.”
He followed his professor’s advice and
started a career in music. His decision to sing
gospel instead of secular music he said was
“based on a prayer when I was 12 years old.
I prayed to God that if He allowed me to do
music, I would only do it for Him.”
In 2006, Greene graduated from Georgia
Southern. The following year, the singer
released the first full-length recording of
his career. He called his debut independent
album "The More." It landed on the Billboard
chart and gained significant airplay. Two more
albums followed that one, then he struck it
big with his third one. “The Hill” released
in 2015, reached the top of the Billboard
gospel chart. It also produced two No. 1 hits
on gospel airplay charts. Those two singles,
“Made a Way,” and “Intentional,” received
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Grammy nominations. His 2017 album,
“Crossover: Live from Music City," also topped
the gospel chart and climbed to number 61
on Billboard 200. In all, the performer has
released five albums, the most recent one
last year.

COLLABORATION WITH
LEGENDARY STARS

Greene not only sings, but he is also a
producer and songwriter. He has collaborated
with some of gospel music’s biggest stars.
The legendary Kirk Franklin, John P. Kee,
Tasha Cobbs-Leonard, Mali Music, and
Kierra Sheard are just a few of them. He
met Franklin for the first time in 2011
and it remains one of his most cherished
experiences.
“He was a major inspiration growing up, so
getting the chance to meet him was a dream
come true,” said the award-winning singer.
“He instantly knew who I was and gave me
great advice.”
Greene’s songs and recordings have scored
numerous industry honors. They include five
Grammy nominations, 13 Stellar Awards,
three Dove Awards, two Billboard Music
Awards, one Soul Train Award and a BET
award. Despite the accolades, Greene remains
humble about his critically acclaimed success.
“It’s always humbling for a work of art to
be noticed and recognized by music lovers,”
noted the award-winning singer. “My goal is
always to inspire, and many times the awards
show that my goal of inspiration has been
appreciated.”
While winning praise as a voice for his
generation, Greene has earned a reputation
for his songwriting talent as well. He estimates
he has written at least 100 songs. Some of
gospel music's biggest names have recorded
his works.
"I prefer songwriting," admitted the
five-time Grammy-nominated musician.
"Songwriting is more of a challenge. I
approach songwriting like a puzzle, so,
completing a song is more fulfilling than
exuding energy on stage.”
When Greene hits the stage to share his
music, he still finds joy in performing before
an audience. He told the website praise.
com that performing live is a more honest
demonstration of what he does musically.
“In the studio,” he noted, “I can mimic what
I do live. But there’s nothing like the way an
excited audience can help me take my gifts
to another level. When I’m able to see those
tears streaming, hands lifted high and people
jumping around with joy, I know that God’s
message is getting across through me.”

“Ministry was
part of my DNA.
It was a natural
transition in
my life to aspire
toward full-time
ministry. "

Music is not the only way Greene reaches
people's hearts with inspirational messages.
He embraced the culture that he experienced
growing up and answered the call to the
ministry. Now, he co-pastors Forward City
Church in Columbia, South Carolina, with his
wife, Dr. Jackie Greene ('10). The singer and

his wife, who has a dental practice, are also
the founders of the church. They have three
young sons, Judah, Travis and David.
"God placed a desire in my heart to create
a place that I would want to attend every
Sunday," he said. "Forward City Church is
that place. I grew up spending a lot of time in
church. Ministry was part of my DNA. It was
a natural transition in my life to aspire toward
full-time ministry. "
Greene’s flourishing career clearly keeps
him a very busy husband and father. He
estimates that at one point, he flew to
different destinations more than 150 times a
year. But he has learned to pace himself while
handling his many responsibilities.
"I don’t believe in finding balance," he
explained. "I believe in finding a rhythm that
is sustainable and healthy for you and for
those you love. That rhythm for me is proper
prioritization and being present in whatever
place I’m in.”
The artist is a member of the Georgia
Southern University Alumni Association’s “40
Under 40” Class of 2021. He was also the
featured speaker for the University’s Spring
2022 Commencement for Parker College of
Business graduates.
Greene has simple advice for people who
are unsure about their path in life.
“Truth is," he said, "it’s often the thing that
frustrates you the most that is a sign of your
passion and calling. Once you discover that
passion, use your energy to not complain
or conform. Confront whatever it is that
frustrates you the most because we are all
created to be an answer to a problem.”
With all that he has accomplished, Greene
has fond memories of the time he spent at
Georgia Southern.
“My years at Georgia Southern University
were some of the best years of my life. Go
Eagles!” — Sandra Bennett
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Heart break to Hope
Alumni form The Brett Boyer Foundation,
Brett’s Barn to shed light on congenital heart defects

There’s a place just outside of Nashville, Tennessee, where
the sun shines a little brighter and its rays are a little warmer. There is
a palpable sense of love and cheer in the air. An afternoon there can
turn even the toughest days around, especially for the Boyer and Bryan
families.
It’s also a place more than two dozen rescue animals — including
llamas, goats, horses and more — call home. A barn decorated with
painted bumblebees stands among fields of wildflowers. It is a place
of solitude for the families as they remember and honor the late Brett
Boyer, daughter of alumnus Bo Boyer, Ellen Boyer, and niece of alumni
Caroline Boyer Bryan and country star Luke Bryan.
“Brett’s Barn is the happiest place of love and peace,” said Caroline.
“Every minute we spend there makes everything better.”
Today, the families work together to raise awareness of congenital
heart defects (CHD) and celebrate people with Down syndrome
through Brett’s Barn and The Brett Boyer Foundation, an organization
they began after losing Brett to complications from CHD.
“Brett was the biggest and best unexpected blessing of our life,”
said Ellen, who attended Georgia Southern prior to finishing her
sonography degree in Atlanta. “Bo and I tried for her for seven years so
she was a miracle right off the bat. We found out she would probably
have Down syndrome very early during my pregnancy, and learned
that she had a heart defect when I was 22 weeks pregnant.”
CHDs are the most common type of birth defect, affecting one in 100
babies, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
CHDs are present at birth and can affect the structure of a baby’s heart
and the way it works, including how blood flows through the heart and
out to the rest of the body.
“I was so uneducated about both CHD and Down syndrome,” Ellen
added. “I thought her heart could be fixed but was so scared of what
Down syndrome would mean for our family dynamic. I was afraid
of the wrong diagnosis. As soon as I laid eyes on her I knew Down
syndrome didn’t need to be cured. She needed to be celebrated for
exactly who she was.”
At four months old, Brett needed open-heart surgery.
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“We were told her particular heart defect, Atrioventricular Septal
Defect, had a 97% survival rate with surgical repair,” Ellen said. “We
were blindsided to be in the 3%. After 100 days of fighting for more
options in a pediatric cardiac ICU that was full of families just like
ours, we lost Brett to complications from congenital heart disease.”
Though the Boyer and Bryan families were experiencing intense
grief, they knew immediately they wanted to turn their grief into
something positive and create a legacy for their daughter.
“We decided to start the Brett Boyer Foundation about a week after
losing Brett,” Bo said. “We needed a way to channel our grief and to
ensure that Brett would not be forgotten. One of the harshest realities
when losing a loved one is the world doesn't stop turning. The sun will
come up the next day and people will carry on with their lives. Even
though Ellen and I were going through the worst time of our lives, people
had responsibilities to their own families. Growing the Foundation has
been our way of cementing Brett’s legacy in this world even though she
is not here. Every event we have, more people leave knowing her story
and will tell others about Brett's brave fight and what her Foundation is
doing to help other families in the same fight.”
The Brett Boyer Foundation’s mission is to spread awareness and fund
congenital heart disease research while supporting the CHD community.
“Knowing that every 15 minutes another mother is hearing that their
child has a heart defect and that we have the opportunity to help them
is what keeps us going,” Ellen said.
The Foundation works to fund research projects around the country
that advance the treatment of CHD and offer financial support to
families impacted by the disease by raising money and awareness.
“We just funded the first full-time psychologist for the pediatric
cardiology department at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital to service the
patients and families receiving a CHD diagnosis and hope it becomes
the standard of care,” Ellen said.
In addition, the Foundation is currently supporting studies on heart
valves, a microbiome project on gut health in intensive care settings,
a biosensor study on monitoring systems, and outcomes of patient
and family support at various children’s hospitals around the country.

Four new studies are set to take off in 2022 with support from the
Foundation, Ellen added.
The Brett Boyer Foundation is also dedicated to the inclusion,
opportunities and celebration of Down syndrome.
“It’s so important to us for people to know that we didn’t lose Brett
to Down syndrome, we lost her to congenital heart disease,” Ellen said.
“That’s why we want to fund research to improve outcomes with a CHD
diagnosis and to celebrate the Down syndrome community. Down
syndrome doesn’t need to be cured. It is pure joy.”
The Foundation raises funds with the sale of merchandise online
and at Luke’s 32 Bridge restaurant in Nashville, along with various
fundraisers such as Bike for Brett (in Cyclebars around the country and
online), The Redbird Games in Franklin, Tennessee, and most recently
the inaugural Brett Boyer Invitational featuring Putting for Purses in
Savannah, Georgia.
“We were so proud to have support from Georgia Southern as our
presenting sponsor,” Ellen added.
The Foundation established its own Medical Advisory Board, which
accepts grant proposals, determines appropriate funding and monitors
the outcome of these investments. Both Ellen and Bo’s families are
involved with the Foundation and Ellen and Caroline serve on its Board
of Directors.
“Having the support of so many people that share common goals
is the main reason the Foundation has been able to grow as it has,”
Bo said. “Our loved ones traveled with us down Brett's path and were
there for us at all times. We realize not every family is lucky enough to
have this type of support system so that is why one of the goals of the
Foundation has been to somehow reciprocate this feeling of support
to other families. Also, having the opportunity to meet and work with
some of the more gifted minds in the country on ideas of what the
Foundation can do to help families that are currently in the battle has
been extremely humbling.”
Caroline felt called to honor Brett’s memory as she watched her
brother and sister-in-law grieve the loss of their newest family member.

Soon, she found an opportunity to complement the
Foundation and fulfill a promise to get Brett a white
pony.
“Our family has experienced more than our
fair share of tragedy, but with the other losses,
Luke and I have been able to jump in and help
with supporting and lifting up our family,” Caroline
said. “But when Bo and Ellen lost Brett, I felt like
there was nothing I could do. I wanted to help so
badly. A friend of ours who works at a rescue farm in west
Tennessee called me shortly after and said, ‘You won’t believe this but
we just rescued a white pony…do you want her?’
“I knew this was something I could do to honor Brett.”
After Caroline adopted the white pony, Kilo, and a few other animals,
she and the family knew they had something special.
“When the first couple of animals got here, we felt the happiness it
brought all of us to be around them,” Caroline said. “To know we saved
them, and to feel Brett’s presence at the barn, I knew we wanted to
share this happiness and Brett’s light with the world.”
Brett’s Barn is not currently open to the public, but the families work
with local hospitals and Down syndrome advocacy groups to share the
love and joy they experience at the Barn.
“To date, we’ve had several groups from Gigi’s Playhouse (a Down
syndrome achievement center), the Down Syndrome Association of
Middle Tennessee, St. Jude and other families with CHD that we have
personal relationships with through Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital. Our
goal is to one day have the barn in a public place, where our rehabbed
animals can safely love on people and offer support like they do for our
family every day.”
Through their work with the Brett Boyer Foundation and Brett’s Barn,
the Boyer and Bryan families have found healing.
“There is such a great purpose and perspective in our lives from the
Foundation and Brett’s Barn,” Caroline said. “It has given us more ways
to use our platform for good and that is so fulfilling. It’s also a healthy
place to pour our love through our grief.”
— Crissie Elrick Bath
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From

HINESVILLE
TO

SESAME STREET

Deborah Marie
Rodríguez
García
embraces
cultural identity,
emerges as
global leader
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As the senior manager of education for Sesame Workshop’s
humanitarian programs, Deborah Marie Rodríguez Garcia (’10, ’12)
reaches some of the planet’s most remote communities to provide
education to refugee children while promoting the power of playbased learning to their caregivers.
Sharing relatable stories and human experiences are core to her
efforts, and it was an exploration into her cultural identity in the
Georgia Southern University community that became a foundation as
she went on to serve some of the world’s most vulnerable populations.
Born into a bilingual, military family from Puerto Rico who moved
generously, Rodríguez Garcia’s affinity for languages piqued early.
Stationed at Fort Stewart throughout most of her childhood, enrolling
in the Modern Languages program on Georgia Southern’s Statesboro
Campus felt natural.
“Languages have always been something of interest for me, which
is why I decided to study it at Georgia Southern,” she said. “I never
had formal training with Spanish. I was raised speaking it, but I didn't
know how to read or write it. Also having traveled, I recognized the
connection between language and culture and identity. There's so
much that you gain from studying the language and the literature that
is created with that language.”
What Rodríguez Garcia didn’t anticipate was that her studies of
Spanish grammar and Hispanic literature would take her on a path of
self-discovery. At first, it was uncomfortable.
“There was some area of soul-searching, because there were times
where I would get frustrated,” she said. “Why do I not know more
about my first language? I am not great at phonetics and having
colleagues who were learning Spanish for the first time doing better
in that area than me was hard. So there was this big identity crisis that
I was going through in terms of understanding who I am as an AfroLatina and feeling in-between worlds. Even though I identify as Puerto
Rican, maybe someone else wouldn't give me that identity.
“In hindsight, I'm thinking, ‘your identity is what?’ You make it. All of
that was happening as a result of being engaged in this program.”
Embracing her identity was empowering. As a member of the Phi
Eta Sigma Freshman Honor Society, Gamma Beta Phi Society, Sigma
Delta Pi National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society and Future
Business Leaders of America, Rodríguez Garcia became a founding
member of Georgia Southern's first Latina sorority, the Alpha Tau
chapter of Hermandad de Sigma Iota Alpha, Inc. The next semester,
a chapter was initiated on the Armstrong Campus, and in her senior
year she founded the Latin Rhythm Dance group. Both entities
continue today.
“It’s really exciting,” she said. “Trying to bring about awareness and
a community for Latin women and Latin people to promote leadership
and community service was my big aim.”
She earned a President’s Volunteer Service Award from The White
House, and graduated summa cum laude before returning to earn a
master’s in modern languages. Digging deeper into Hispanic linguistics
and Latina writers in the U.S., she was greatly influenced by professors
David Alley, Ed.D., and Jorge W. Suazo, Ph.D.
“They are always going to be a phenomenal source of inspiration
for me,” shared Rodríguez Garcia. “They created a joyful learning
environment. It was something to look forward to every day. That's an
element that I try to carry with me.”
As a graduate assistant to Alley, Rodríguez Garcia learned about
his time in the Peace Corps and was intrigued. She signed up, and
following graduation moved to the Caribbean coast of Nicaragua for
the next two-and-a-half years to train high school and college teachers.
By then, she was proficient in Spanish but had to learn Creole, the
primary language of the indigenous population, as she acclimated
among humble settings.

Deborah Marie Rodriguez Garcia (front row, center-right) celebrates with the Sesame Workshop's Bangladesh team on her field visit in April during the Bangla New Year.

“It's given me a perspective on the world that will stay with me
forever,” Rodríguez Garcia. “In that time, I lived with a host community
and a host family. I ate the way that they ate. I slept in the same kind of
home that they slept in.”
During that period she met her husband, who also served in the
Peace Corps. Later, they moved to Malawi for four years where
she worked with the U.S. State Department and as a consultant for
multiple organizations.
“It was again, a whole new world, but with less training wheels,” she
said. “In Nicaragua, I had to learn Creole, but I always had Spanish to
fall back on. In Malawi, I had nothing.”
Stationed in one of the poorest countries in the world, Rodríguez
Garcia learned Chichewa, “a spinoff of Swahili.” Rodríguez Garcia
also encountered other barriers.“In Nicaragua, especially having been
on the Caribbean coast as an Afro-Latina, I was able to assimilate
more easily, and there were more freedoms and comforts,” she said.
“In Malawi, it's much more conservative. It was a challenging and
interesting and beautiful journey.”
After seven years abroad, Rodríguez Garcia and her husband moved
back to the U.S. She applied for the role of education manager for
Sesame Workshop’s humanitarian programs and transitioned to the
new position with the iconic nonprofit organization a month before the
pandemic hit.
Rodríguez Garcia’s main charge with Sesame, the world's largest
informal educator that reaches more than 150 countries, is working
with Rohingya refugees who fled Myanmar and now live in a massive
resettlement community, Cox's Bazar, in Bangladesh. Technology is
largely cut off in the camp and she and members of her team have to
be creative to deliver education to hundreds of thousands of children.
In partnership with aid organizations like International Rescue
Committee, BRAC and the LEGO Foundation, educational campaigns
centered around Sesame Workshop’s Play to Learn program were
initiated, grassroots-style.
“We created programs where we train facilitators to work with
teachers to integrate this content into their classrooms, or the

facilitators actually go to families homes and work one on one with
the mothers and fathers to give them skills and understanding on what
child development is. The strong emphasis is on play because we want
it to be very joyful in that.”
Sesame Muppets Noor and Aziz, 6-year-old twins living in a
Rohingya refugee camp, also debuted. The characters allow the
children to recognize themselves in the young character faces, gently
break stereotypes of girl-and-boy roles, and serve as an element of
cultural preservation.
Recently, Rodríguez Garcia also wrapped a project with the
Pakistani government to integrate some of Sesame’s remote learning
content into their public school curriculum, and is currently working
on a teacher development program in Nigeria.
“It’s a great way to tie all of the work that I did in Nicaragua and
Malawi to Sesame and really hone in on supporting teachers,” she said.
“We have to really educate these stakeholders about how children
learn and how their natural curiosity can be tapped into to allow
them to gain learnings in a way that is very child-centric. And it helps
that we have a lot of research to back up our work. All of our work
is informed with rigorous studies to make sure that we are actually
achieving the outcomes that we're hoping to achieve.”
Rodríguez Garcia’s work has garnered attention, as Georgia Trend
and Georgia Southern’s Alumni Association included her on their
2021 and 2019 “40 Under 40” lists, respectively. The sorority she cofounded named her the 2019 Graduate Alumna of the Year, and she
remains active as the treasurer for the graduate chapter for Georgia
and South Carolina. She is also a WISE Emerging Leader, following a
recent nine-month fellowship with 22 other educational leaders from
around the world.
Accolades aside, Rodríguez Garcia can’t wait for a bit of playtime
herself.
“I'm looking forward to being able to go back out dancing again. I'm
ready to work on my salsa game,” she said with a smile.
— Melanie Bowden Simón
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EDIBLE ENGINEERING
Georgia Southern Engineering Student Brings Unique
Skills to Netflix

Georgia Southern mechanical engineering student Hannah Walden
has spent years building interesting — sometimes wacky — projects
with her father, Chuck. Those unique skills served her well in an
equally unique Netflix show that combines engineering and baking.
Hannah began working on projects with her father when she was in
seventh grade. She says she not only relished the time with her dad,
but found that she understood and enjoyed the building process. So
they built more projects together, starting simply so she could learn
the basics. As she got older, the projects got more and more complex.
“A lot of our stuff is original because we’re basically lazy and we
want something to make our life easier,” said Chuck. “I don’t want to
go see if there’s a UPS package out front, I want a light on the wall that
tells me it’s out front, but I don’t want just any light. I want a freaky,
crazy, weird light. So we built that.”
With every project, friends and family wanted to know how they
made it. “So let’s build it on video,” Hannah suggested.
In August of 2019, Chuck and Hannah launched Atomic Dairy,
their YouTube channel featuring how-to projects. To date, they’ve
uploaded 102 videos and have garnered 12,400 subscribers and more
than 1,080,000 views. They’ve built a variety of projects for their
viewers — from an outdoor fire pit and multi-use “techno desk” to a
secret door to the laundry room and a pair of giant modular dinosaurs,
affectionately named Carl the T. Rex and Trixie the Triceratops, as
Christmas decorations. Chuck says their audience runs the gamut
from woodworking enthusiasts and technology geeks to gearheads
who love to watch the tool roundups.
The channel also caught the attention of Netflix. In February of
2020, they received an email to see if they were interested in a show
that combined engineering and baking.
“My first thought was, ‘This is a scam,’” said Hannah. “This is a scam
email because we get a bunch of those.’ So then I looked at the sender
and he had an IMDB page and I was like, ‘This might not be a scam.’”
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After a series of interviews, Netflix flew her out to Los Angeles and
paired her with a baker for the competition show “Baking Impossible,”
which began streaming in October 2021. Her first project involved
creating a “boat cake,” a cake that not only looked like a boat, but
could actually float and navigate through a water course.
Though she only made it through two episodes, she says she made
incredible friendships and connections on the show. One of the
unexpected results has been getting recognized and sought out by
its fans.
“It was an absolutely insane experience and it has continued to
be insane because different people keep finding me on social media
and telling me that they love me on the show, which is weird to me
because in my head, the only people who have seen the show are
me, my friends and my family, and that is absolutely not the case,”
she said. “I don’t know how to be perceived by this many people.
It’s weird.”
Her YouTube channel and Netflix experience have also been
instrumental in getting her job opportunities. While applying for
internships this year, three companies competed for her employment
because of her wide range of project experience and problem-solving
skills. She is working with Frito-Lay in Perry, Georgia, this summer.
Hannah aspires to use her engineering skills to build roller coasters
in the future. Working with her dad inspired her to build things that
make people happy. In the meantime, however, she’ll continue to
create cool stuff with her dad, working their way down a spreadsheet
with more than 70 project ideas.
“All of this stuff is special because I did it with my dad,” she
said. “Not that the stuff isn’t cool, but doing it with someone and
being able to experience the awesome highs of something working
and the terrible lows of something breaking — it’s my favorite
part.” — Doy Cave

CREATING A COMMUNITY

Students Organize Asian Pacific American Initiative
at Armstrong Campus

Front row (l-r) Felicity Ortiz, Maria Hagy
Back row (l-r) Taryn Black, Joshua Dutt-Shukla

As a student on the pre-nursing track, Maria Hagy has found the
Armstrong Campus to be an ideal fit. It’s near downtown, and close
to her family and Hunter Army Airfield, the location of her Air
National Guard unit.
"I love that it’s a small campus where everyone knows everyone,"
Hagy said. "I love the sense of community, especially with the Office
of Multicultural Affairs family.”
Hagy grew up in U.S. military communities and graduated
from high school in the Savannah area. She enrolled at Georgia
Southern in fall 2019, then took a year off for military training. The
undergraduate returned to campus last summer. In her first year of
college, she focused on academics and made the dean's list. But she
struggled to find her place on campus.
“I noticed there wasn’t an Asian-oriented organization for students,”
Hagy said. “And I really felt that lack of representation. I realized how
important it is for me and the Asian community to feel a sense of
community with each other."
Students sought advice from the Office of Multicultural Affairs
(OMA). Laurely Caycho, assistant director in the OMA, introduced
them to the Asian Pacific American Initiative (APA).

''I was excited when a group of students
attended one of the welcome events and
expressed the need to start a support
initiative for Asian students,” Caycho said.
“We have worked really hard for this vision
to come true and now the APA initiative
is a reality. Seeing new student leaders
come into their own, thrive in leadership
and knowing that more students feel
represented on our campus accomplishes
partial goals and visions of the Office of
Multicultural Affairs.”
To get the initiative off the ground,
members volunteered for positions on the
executive board and created the motto:
“Community, Culture, Caliber.”
“APA strives to educate students and
staff on not only Eastern Asian cultures but
also on Asian cultures that are overshadowed and underrepresented,”
explained Hagy, president of the year-old initiative. It has grown
to more than 50 established members representing various ethnic
backgrounds, including Filipinos, Vietnamese, Koreans and Pacific
Islanders. While membership is representative of Asian ethnicities,
the group is inclusive. It is open to anyone, and everyone interested in
experiencing Asian cultures.
“My favorite thing about APA is the people,” said Trinh Truong,
a Savannah resident who recently completed her freshman year.
“I joined APA to connect with people that I could relate to. APA is
easygoing and filled with warm people.”
Felicity Gheen Ortiz is a psychology major from Savannah. The
upcoming sophomore noted, “Asia is a vast continent with many
countries and many different cultures. I hope while being part of APA,
I can help to spread awareness of those cultures as well as my own. I
hope we provide a safe place of diversity and inclusion for everyone,
and not just Asian individuals.”
Like other college students, APA executive board members
faced challenges. They had to balance classwork with their board
responsibilities. Despite that, the group planned several campus
events including activities for APA Week. The events allowed
members to support each other and share their food and cultures
with the Armstrong Campus community. Hagy acknowledged being
in the military prepared her for leadership, but APA pushed her to
step up to the plate.
"I felt like it was the perfect opportunity to see what I could do," she
said. "A goal I have had these past couple of years is to push myself,
and to own up to my strength and not be afraid to show it."
The APA president said it has been gratifying to see APA come to
life although a lot of work remains. Ultimately, they want the initiative
established on the other Georgia Southern campuses.
“There are many stereotypes and microaggressions directed against
the Asian community that need to be addressed,” she said. “Under the
Office of Multicultural Affairs, APA aims to encourage and remind APA
students that we have a voice too and we matter.” — Sandra Bennett
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THROUGH WIDE OPEN DOORS
Ava Bullard, Namesake of Ava’s Law, Navigates New Experiences
in Dual Enrollment at Georgia Southern
When she was just a toddler, Georgia Southern University dual
enrollment student Ava Bullard couldn’t stand to go through a
doorway — any doorway. She would writhe and scream as if she were
being tortured.
Ava was diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder when she
was just over 2 years old. Her parents, Noah and Anna, knew that
interventions such as Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) could help
Ava the way it’d helped thousands of autistic children, but it was not
covered by insurance or Medicaid.
“The coverage didn’t even cover the diagnosis,” said Anna. “We
paid cash for that.”
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Noah and Anna maxed out credit cards, borrowed and saved
where they could to get treatment for Ava and their efforts quickly
paid off. Working with an ABA therapist from the Early Autism
Project, Ava made significant improvements within a few weeks. She
sat at a table, a simple task she’d never done before and she followed
one-step directions, which Anna says blew her away.
Within months, Ava spoke her first word, “Cheeto.”
“I don’t know how or why,” said Ava, laughing. “I guess I just
liked Cheetos.”
As Ava progressed, her mother lamented the fact that families like
hers had to shoulder the burden for life-changing medical care. So
she asked her uncle, Tommie Williams, a Georgia state senator at the
time, how she could get autism covered by insurance.
“You’ll need to pass a law,” he said.
“I’ve never even been to the Capitol,” said Anna. “How am I going
to pass a law?”
When Ava was just 4 years old, she and her mother made their
first trip from their home in Lyons, Georgia, to the Capitol, walking
through its large, golden doorways into the Rotunda, where legislators,
assistants, lobbyists and reporters hustled up and down the large
stairway and through its echoing chambers.
“I’m super naive because I was thinking I’m going to just go to the
Capitol and bring Ava and just make everybody aware of something
they don’t know, like kids with autism in Georgia can’t access lifechanging treatment,” said Anna. “I just thought everybody would say,
‘Oh, my gosh! Thank you for bringing this to mind!’”
For Ava and her mother it took seven years of lobbying, testifying
before legislative committees and getting kicked out of legislative
offices before House Bill 429, known as “Ava’s Law,” brought
insurance coverage for autism to Georgia in 2015.
“It makes me feel good knowing that families don’t have to struggle
as much as we did just to get basic therapy,” said Ava.
Today, Ava is an honor graduate of Toombs County High School,
where she was engaged in cheerleading, sports and student clubs.
She says high school was difficult at first, and her social anxiety got
the best of her until she got involved. Her first course at Georgia
Southern was no different. She entered the doors of a lecture course
to find some 300 people in her class. But as with every challenge
she’s faced, she kept moving forward.
“It was definitely a little bit different, but I’m glad I did it because
it just kind of eased me into college,” Ava said. “And I feel like when I
go off to college, I’ll have a little bit more knowledge.”
Ava plans to start college in the fall to study astronomy. There,
she’ll continue to charge through doorways of opportunity, and
she’ll continue to be reminded of the doors she opened for so
many others.
“There are people I don’t even know who come up to me and
tell me, ‘Thank you for what you’ve done,’” she said. “And there are
people that come up to me that have named their children after me,
and it’s just something that’s mind-blowing. It makes me feel good
knowing that me and my mom could just help so many people, but
it’s something I guess I’ll never get used to — having a law in my
name.” — Doy Cave

A MUSICAL
LOVE STORY
Music Faculty David
Murray and Arikka Gregory
Make a Beautiful Duet
Sometimes on a hectic day you can find a musical interlude when
you enter the Carol A. Carter Recital Hall on the Statesboro Campus.
Sometimes you can even see a true love story play out right before
your eyes.
So it was on a late spring afternoon when students attended a
faculty recital.
The students erupted with applause as mezzo-soprano Arikka
Gregory, DMA, and pianist David Murray, DMA, took their places on
stage. He, at the keyboard and she, standing in the curve of the black
Steinway grand piano.
Beautiful music breaks out as Gregory and Murray begin what
emerges as fine-tuned musical choreography. It’s almost as if they are
joined at the hip

THE LOVE STORY

In reality, they are husband and wife, both at Georgia Southern's
Gretsch School of Music. Murray is professor of piano and heads the
piano area and Gregory is professor of voice and heads the vocal area.
They have been making music together for nearly 15 years.
“David and I actually met at the new faculty orientation in August of
2007 and it just sort of started out with us occasionally having lunch
together as friends, just talking about life as new faculty members,”
said Gregory.
“When we went away for the summer we were not married,” said
Murray. “When we came back in the fall we were married and that was
a big surprise for everyone here. We had a party at our home, sort of
an ‘oops, we just got married’ party and everyone from the department
came. It was a lot of fun.”
The two accomplished musicians have a partnership that goes
further than family life. Gregory and Murray have a relationship that
uniquely benefits the vocal and piano areas they lead.
“We have a very active voice and collaborative piano program with
a lot going on,” said Gregory. “We regularly meet with the faculty
together and work as a team to make sure that our students get the
best they can from us.”

SOLO CAREERS

But they both have active careers as individual performers.
Gregory has often performed in concert and in operatic roles
such as The Mother in the Christmas favorite, “Amahl and the Night

Visitors,” and as Lucia in the opera, “Cavalleria Rusticana.” But
she is most proud of having been the alto soloist in a performance
of Mendelssohn’s “Elijah,” under the baton of the late great choral
conductor and Atlanta Symphony maestro Robert Shaw.
Murray has an extensive recording career as a classical pianist.
His most recent release is on the MSR Classics label, C.P.E. Bach’s
“Württemberg Sonatas Nos. 4-6.”
“C.P.E. Bach was more famous than his father during his lifetime,
who you may have heard of, the baroque composer Johann Sebastian
Bach,” said Murray.
On that recording is something very rare. Murray plays a note-fornote transcription of the never before published “Keyboard Sonata No.
6 in A minor” by W.F. Bach.
“About 20 years ago I heard a very old harpsichord recording of a
sonata by W.F. Bach, who was J.S. Bach's oldest son. But there was no
score. And I kept waiting and waiting for it to be published because I
wanted to play it. I got tired of waiting and I took the old recording and
listened to it and just transcribed it note by note. There was room at
the end of the Württemberg CD and I played it there.”
The time it took to transcribe the sonata was worthwhile as the
piece’s complicated melody and counterpoint is lovely. Critics
unanimously consider Murray’s performance stunning.

AN EMOTIONAL PERFORMANCE

Back in the recital hall, the duo lovingly performed “All You Who Sleep
Tonight'' by composer Jonathan Dove based on poems by Vikram Seth.
The words and music of the piece were appropriate to the feelings
engendered by the present-day turmoil of war-torn Ukraine.
All you who sleep tonight
Far from the ones you love,
No hand to left or right
And emptiness above Know that you aren't alone
The whole world shares your tears,
Some for two nights or one,
And some for all their years.
The students cheered at the conclusion.
A timely and perfect ending to a performance by a loving, musical
husband and wife. 					— Liz Walker
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NEWS BRIEFS
Efforts to Preserve
A Threatened
Tree Species
The Armstrong Campus features a wide variety
of unusual plants, including several species
native to Mexico. There are 109 native species
of oaks in Mexico but many are threatened with
extinction for a variety of reasons including
climate change and increased human use.
Philip Schretter, the superintendent of
grounds operations for the Armstrong Campus,
oversees many “only one of” species of plants.
And, there’s one that quite literally towers over
the others, the Mexican oak species, Quercus
insignis. The acorns were collected in Mexico
and then grown into plants that were gifted to
Georgia Southern where the oak's remarkable
growth has turned into a noteworthy success on
the Armstrong Campus.
“This is coming from the cloud forest in
southern Mexico, so it’s a prime location
for growing coffee,” Schretter said. “And so
it’s important to have repositories for that
germplasm in other places. We have a lot of
plants like that on campus where they are
endangered in their native habitats.”
Since its planting in 2012, the plant has grown
into a 30-foot-tall tree. Schretter said this rapid
growth is exceptional, especially because it’s also
growing outside of its natural habitat. There are
only a few reports of this type of tree living along
the Atlantic Coast, and the others aren’t growing
nearly as fast, according to Schretter.
The tree’s story has been gaining notoriety
through online stories and publications within
the horticulture community, including a recent
article for the International Oak Society.
It’s not just the story that’s getting out. The
success of the Armstrong Campus tree may
very well spread to other parts of the United
States. The tree flowered and fruited for the first
time last year, which will allow the University
to collect its acorns and share them with other
universities in areas suitable for the Mexican oak.
“We’ll propagate our own, but we’ll also share
them with other places,” Schretter said. “And
I hate having just one of anything on campus
because if it dies, you don’t have anymore. So we
will plant some other ones on campus when we
do get some acorns.”
The Mexican oak can be found on the eastern
side of the Student Union on the Armstrong
Campus and is next to Compass Plaza.
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Georgia Southern Launches
Program to Put More Men of
Color in the Classroom
The Call Me MISTER® program on the Armstrong Campus will
admit its first students this fall. The program seeks to increase the
number of teachers from a broader and more diverse background,
particularly focusing on recruiting and mentoring African American
men. According to national figures, only 2% of all teachers in the
U.S. are Black men. Call Me MISTER®, which originated at Clemson
University, is an acronym that stands for Mentors Instructing
Students Toward Effective Role Models. Georgia Southern is one
of only three higher education institutions in Georgia, and the only
one in southeast Georgia, that offers the mentorship program. Calvin
Walton, Ph.D., lecturer in the College of Education (COE), was
named the program director.
“Our goal is to have a major impact on Savannah-Chatham County
Schools,” said Walton. “We have to do a better job in the area, the
state and the nation to recruit and properly develop African American
males to become teachers. Black students with Black teachers perform
better. Research shows that. So, we need to do what we can to allow
diverse students to see themselves reflected in their teachers and have
the opportunity to perform at the highest levels.”
Georgia Southern has also partnered with the Georgia Army
National Guard in efforts to support the program through a joint
opportunity for students to participate in Call Me MISTER® and enlist
in the National Guard. Sgt. First Class Todd Friedel of the Georgia
Army National Guard and the University’s Director of Military and
Veterans Services Col. George Fredrick played an integral role in
efforts to bring the program to Georgia Southern.
“Having a partnership with the College of Education makes our
recruiters more aware of what a full-time career in education for the
state of Georgia and a part-time state of Georgia National Guard
career can look like,” explained Friedel. “As recruiters, we touch the
lives of many Black males in the state, and this allows us to share
with them the opportunity to serve your community both as a soldier
and educator.”
COE Associate Dean for Administration and Faculty Affairs
Tracy Linderholm, Ph.D., spearheaded the initiative to bring Call
Me MISTER® to Georgia Southern after she was approached by Sgt.
Friedel and Col. Fredrick with the idea.

Georgia Southern Names
Gretsch Distinguished Scholar
Georgia Southern has named Eric Davis, an accomplished guitarist
and Broadway veteran, to lead the University’s new music industry
program. The inaugural Gretsch Distinguished Scholar of Guitar/
Music Industry has extensive professional experience.
Davis has been the guitar chair and music director for numerous
Broadway productions and most recently served as the in-house
contractor for “Jagged Little Pill.” The show’s original cast soundtrack
recording, which includes Davis, won a Grammy in 2019.
He has been the touring guitarist for singer/actress Kristin
Chenoweth since 2012, and has been the guitar chair and music
director for numerous Broadway productions, including "The Prom",
"Groundhog Day" and "Matilda the Musical". He has degrees from
Juilliard and the San Francisco Conservatory, and has taught at
the Aaron Copland School of Music, New York University and the
Brooklyn College Conservatory of Music.
“I’m excited about having him as the leader of our music industry
program because he will give our students a first-rate educational
experience, as he has been involved in all aspects of the music
business and understands how to make a career in it,” said Steven
A. Harper, Ph.D., professor and chair of Georgia Southern’s Fred and
Dinah Gretsch School of Music.
The Gretsch Distinguished Scholar of Guitar/Music Industry was
named about a year after the papers were signed to establish the
Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music at Georgia Southern. The
Gretsches have long been involved in music education programs and
lending their name and their history to Georgia Southern solidified
a vision for the University to be recognized as having the very best
music school in the Southeast.
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PROTECTING
A PRICELESS
TREASURE

Asli Aslan Leads New Institute
for Water and Health
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“As an environmental health scientist, trust me, I
have seen the worst in my life,” said Asli Aslan, Ph.D.,
associate professor in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of
Public Health and director of the new Institute for
Water and Health at Georgia Southern.
A water microbiologist with an international
reputation, Aslan has spent her career testing water
sources around the world for possible contamination.
On a chilly April morning, Aslan and Luke Roberson,
a public health doctoral student, waded into the frigid
waters of the Ogeechee River at Kings Ferry beach in
Savannah, Georgia. Armed with a multiprobe, a device
that can measure temperature, conductivity, pH and
dissolved oxygen in the water, Roberson tested samples
while Aslan, carrying a notebook just above the water,
recorded the results.
A popular spot for campers, boaters, skiers and
swimmers, Kings Ferry beach had been closed in 2015
for years due to high levels of bacteria in the water
from an unknown source. Looking to find a solution,
the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
reached out to Aslan for help.
Using new molecular testing technologies, Aslan and
her team took samples around the contaminated site for
a year before they found the culprit — a toilet near the
park leaking sewage onto the beach.
“DNR investigated the area, fixed the leak, and
the next month there was no pollutant,” said Aslan.
“Problem solved. Check.”
“I love this part of my job a lot,” she added.
Aslan and Roberson continue to test water samples at
Kings Ferry on a regular basis. The project shed a direct
light on how human intrusion not only can affect earth’s
environment, but also its most precious resource: water.
For residents of southeast Georgia — which includes the
diverse marshes, swamps, beaches and waterways of the
coastal Lowcountry — safe, clean water is essential.
Statesboro and Savannah get much of their fresh
water from the Floridan Aquifer, a groundwater
system that underlies roughly 100,000 square miles
in southern Alabama, southeastern Georgia, southern
South Carolina and all of Florida. In addition to
Savannah and Statesboro, it provides water for several
large cities including Brunswick, Georgia, Jacksonville,
Tallahassee, Orlando and St. Petersburg in Florida, as
well as hundreds of thousands of people in smaller
communities and rural areas.
With record growth happening in much of the
southeastern United States, the number of people
depending on this vital aquifer will increase
exponentially. By 2060, the population of coastal
Georgia alone is expected to grow by a million.
“That means there will be more demand for water,
which is not an infinite source,” said Aslan.
To respond to these coming challenges and to be
a resource for the southeast Georgia region, Georgia
Southern created the Institute for Water and Health
(IWH). This research and outreach center will work
with scientists, government agencies, businesses and
industries, nonprofit organizations and communities
to create public impact research projects, workforce

training for students, and community engagement in water resource
management.
“Poor water and health is a planetary problem,” said Aslan. “And
here in coastal Georgia, we see many of these problems in different
stages, from saltwater intrusion to groundwater sources to aging septic
systems that impact our coastal waters like anywhere else in the world.
“As the economy thrives, there will always be a need to balance
the health of ecosystems with human demand as our livelihood will
depend on these vital resources. As we grow our team here in IWH,
a big focus for IWH's mission in the coming years will be to address
issues related to the sustainable use of our water resources.”
The IWH will occupy the former Georgia Bureau of Investigation’s
laboratory on Mohawk Street across from the Armstrong Campus in
Savannah. Though the 23,000-square-foot lab facility will undergo
renovations before the IWH moves in, Aslan and her team are already
working on several significant projects.
The first is a $120,000 seed grant funded by the Georgia DNR
Environmental Protection Division to create an accessible online water
dashboard that will provide public access to current and historical
water levels to see how it has changed over time. Aslan says the
information will also be important for industries looking to build in
southeast Georgia and decision makers who are looking for alternative
water resources to meet the demand.
Rapid-response research is one of the areas on which IWH is
building its reputation in the region. Aslan and the IWH, along with
Risa Cohen, Ph.D., in the College of Science and Mathematics (COSM)
and Haresh Rochani, DrPH, in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health (JPHCOPH), are working with the Coastal Resources Division
of DNR on a rapid-testing method for beach monitoring using qPCR,
a protocol that detects specific water pathogens in a matter of hours.
Currently, it can take two days or more to determine water quality and
safety for beachgoers, but Aslan says this process could lead to sameday reporting so families are informed before they get into the water.
The IWH is also partnering with other faculty at Georgia Southern
to come up with ways to manage wastewater more efficiently. With
funding from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Aslan is
working with Stetson Rowles, Ph.D., and Francisso Cubas, Ph.D., in
the Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Computing (CEC) to
use Georgia Southern’s food waste for improving anaerobic digestion,
a wastewater treatment method that uses bacteria to convert hard-totreat industrial waste into biogas.
“College campuses are one of the most producers of food waste in
the nation and using this product to advance wastewater treatment
technologies will be a game changer for sustainable water resource
management in coastal Georgia,” said Aslan.
She’s also working with Rocio Perez, Ph.D., and Anthony Siccardi,
Ph.D., associate professors in COSM to improve wastewater quality.
Siccardi is doing research with algal turf scrubbers — turf-lined
ramps over which water is pulsed to grow algae, which can remove
contaminants and excess nutrients like nitrogen from the water. With
Perez, an expert on emerging contaminants, the team has installed an
algal turf scrubber at the wastewater treatment plant in Statesboro to
test its ability to improve water quality.
“To our knowledge, this is the first time in the nation that an algal
turf scrubber is being installed on a wastewater treatment plant in a
local community to investigate removing emerging contaminants” said
Aslan. “So it’s pretty amazing that we will have data at the source to
understand how this technology can improve water quality in
receiving waters.”
Aslan says she expects several more projects on the horizon with
many other faculty from Georgia Southern. In the meantime, she and

"Poor water and health is a planetary
problem. And here in coastal Georgia, we see
many of these problems in different stages,
from saltwater intrusion to groundwater
sources to aging septic systems that impact
our coastal waters like anywhere else in the
world." — Asli Aslan, Ph.D.

Asli Aslan (R) and Luke Roberson (L) test the waters of the Ogeechee River at
Kings Ferry beach. Photos by Jonathan Chick.

her team in the IWH will work to build relationships with nonprofits,
other universities and industries, becoming a hub that connects local
communities with researchers, educators, students, local governments,
and businesses in order to bring more awareness to water conservation
and safety.
“What we’re doing day to day right now is building that network,”
said Aslan. “As a research center, we also have a strong community
engagement component because in coastal Georgia we really need to
communicate the risks and the opportunities related to water in our
environment, and that needs more attention in the wake of increased
migration and climate change.”
Chris Curtis, Ph.D., vice provost for research and scholarship at
Georgia Southern, says the IWH is just the first step in the University’s
plan to specialize in public impact research areas where the University
can make a difference in southeast Georgia. These areas include
community enrichment, coastal resilience and sustainability, logistics
and supply chain innovation, advanced materials and manufacturing,
and holistic fitness and wellness.
“You can think of it in a big way as, ‘What is Georgia Southern
particularly good at?’” he said. “We’re trying to elevate the University
from just being a really good partner to being a leader of regional
development. Economic development is a piece of it, but it’s really
more holistic. It’s about the quality of life that we want to bring to
southeast Georgia and to the coast.”
The University plans to create more institutes and research centers
that will not only bolster Georgia Southern’s reputation in the state
and in the nation, but also will make the region a more attractive
destination.
“At the end of the day, whether people are thinking about bringing
their business to southeast Georgia or whether they’re thinking about
bringing their family to southeast Georgia for a job, we want people
to say this could be a good place because Georgia Southern is here,”
said Curtis.
“That’s the end game.” — Doy Cave
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FOUR SCHOLARS HONORED WITH
TOP GRADUATE AWARD

Every year, Georgia Southern graduate students are called on to teach, grade assignments, run laboratories, conduct research, and write and
publish complex papers. But too often their academic achievements go uncelebrated. Meet the four graduate students who won the Averitt
Award this spring. It is the highest honor presented to graduate students within the Georgia Southern University Jack N. Averitt College of
Graduate Studies. The award recognizes excellence in two separate categories — instruction and research.

EXCELLENCE IN GRADUATE INSTRUCTION

HEATHER ROMAGE KELLEHER

Master of Science Graduate
College of Science and Mathematics
Hometown: Lawrenceville, Georgia
Major: Applied Physical Science
What did you teach?
Undergraduate chemistry labs: Organic
chemistry 3401 and 3402; General
Chemistry 1211 and 1212
What did you enjoy about teaching?
What I enjoy most about teaching is finding
new ways to deliver a topic students may have
already learned. Some students become stuck
in the mindset that there is only one way
to get the correct answer. It is so important
that they are shown how to think freely
when applying their previous or newly found
knowledge.
What did you learn about yourself at
Georgia Southern?
I learned that I can go above and beyond
what I previously thought was possible. I was
able to teach, attend classes, do research,
volunteer locally every week and still find
time for shadowing hours.
Describe your Georgia Southern experience.
My experience was amazing. I have been
given numerous opportunities through the
applied physical science master's program
which has helped me become more confident,
involved and prepared for the future.
What does it mean to you to be a recipient of
the Averitt Award?
I can barely put into words how grateful I
am for this award. It makes me feel seen and
know that I have made a difference to those
around me.
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How did you balance planning a wedding
and your Georgia Southern responsibilities?
Thankfully, we had a lot of help from family
with decision-making since the wedding
was at my husband’s parents' farm. Basically,
a lot of communication and exceptionally
planned time management were used. I was
also having to pick up double shifts at work to
pay for the wedding catering and flowers so
that added a lot of stress but I was thankful
in the end. I made sure not to let it affect my
teaching and still held regular review sessions
and tutoring hours. I actually held a virtual
review session the night before my wedding.
What is an interesting or little-known fact
about you?
I have worked locally in EMS for the past five
years and I have four dogs that are my world.

NICOLE L. SCHEUERMANN

Master of Science Graduate
College of Science and Mathematics
Hometown: Elk Mound, Wisconsin
What did you teach?
BIOL 1103L Concepts of Biology Lab (5
semesters) on Armstrong Campus
BIOL 1230L Environmental Biology Lab (1
semester) online
What did you enjoy about teaching?
Most of the students I taught in my time at
Georgia Southern were non-biology majors.
My favorite moments are when I can spark
interest in a topic for a student who has

previously expressed little interest or had
negative experiences in science courses.
I always tell them they don't have to love
science the way that I do, but I hope they
leave my classroom equipped with scientific
problem-solving skills as a tool in their "life
hacks toolkit" that they will use throughout
the rest of their lives.
Describe your Georgia Southern experience.
I am a first-generation college student and
transitioned from the military to civilian life
while attending college, so I had challenges
that not every student faces. But the faculty
and staff in the biology department always
made me feel welcomed and supported, both
as an undergraduate and a graduate student.
I can't express how grateful I am for that and
I'll always look back fondly on my time at
Armstrong State University, now the Georgia
Southern Armstrong Campus.
What does it mean to you to be a recipient of
the Averitt Award?
I am so honored and humbled to receive
the Averitt Award. I wanted to ensure my
classroom was a place where students felt
welcome and empowered, safe to learn
through mistakes and ask questions. I've
always felt like there's room for improvement
in my teaching – and there is; there always
will be because I think the best teachers
are those who continually seek growth and
self-development – but receiving the Averitt
Award reassures me that I'm on the right track
and I've had at least some positive impact on
the students who have passed through
my classroom.
What is an interesting or little-known fact
about you?
I am an avid motorcyclist. I've owned nine or
10 motorcycles and always owned multiple
bikes at the same time. I've owned sportbikes
— my favorite will always be my Honda CBR
954 — and cruisers like Harley Davidson
Softails. I currently own a 1970s Honda cafe
racer and a 2016 Indian Scout. I've slowed
down a little with graduate school, but I love
taking long trips on the bike to explore
the country.

EXCELLENCE IN GRADUATE RESEARCH

SYLVIA KESEWAA OFORI

Doctor of Public Health Graduate
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
Hometown: Abetifi, Ghana
Major: Epidemiology
What is the focus of your research?
My research interests focus on using
mathematical and statistical models to
understand the transmission dynamics of
infectious diseases such as COVID-19. Using
such models, we can assess and compare the
impact of interventions implemented against
such diseases.
What did you learn about yourself at
Georgia Southern?
I learned I am more capable of achieving
a lot than I gave myself credit for. Through
the classes I took, the professors I interacted
with, the mentorship and the family I found
at Georgia Southern, I realized I had the right
exposure and resources to overcome
my challenges.
I tend to limit myself, and I was scared
of taking on challenges or tasks known or
perceived to be cumbersome. This is one
area I have seen a lot of growth during my
time here.
Describe your Georgia Southern Experience
My experience at Georgia Southern showed
me that success relies on collective efforts
and the uniqueness of the people we work
with. I have enjoyed interacting with people
in my cohort during class discussions and
group projects. It was heartwarming to
find that the professors were committed to
contributing to their students’ academic
success and professional and personal growth.
I was blessed to meet amazing people at
Georgia Southern, including Dr. Emmanuel
Akowuah, who played instrumental roles. One
of my best experiences was working in the
COVID-19 response team (CARES Center)
during the pandemic‘s peak in fall 2020.

What does it mean to you to be a recipient of
the Averitt Award?
I am humbled and honored to have received
this award because I never dreamt about
such recognition for my work. I also feel like
receiving the Averitt Award is evidence of
my professors’ exceptional mentorship and
training at the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of
Public Health, especially, Dr. Isaac
Chun-Hai Fung and my dissertation
committee members.
Any professors, courses or other experiences
that were particularly meaningful or
beneficial to you while at Georgia Southern?
I cannot thank my advisor, Dr. Isaac ChunHai Fung, enough for taking a chance on me
the first time he met me. I am also grateful to
my department chair, Dr. Hani Samawi, for
providing a listening ear and advising me.
What are your career plans?
My goal is to become an internationally
recognized public health researcher focused
on using models to address public health
issues. I plan to create a global health
research and training program for public
health professionals to address infectious
diseases which affect vulnerable
populations such as children in low-middle
income countries.

BRETT L. CROSS

Master of Science Graduate (MSSM)
Waters College of Health Professionals
Hometown: Unadilla, Georgia
Major: Sports Medicine
What is the focus of your research?
Cardiovascular and autonomic physiology
Describe your Georgia Southern Experience
I began college at Georgia Southern
University majoring in rehabilitation sciences
with my hopes set on physical therapy
school. Approximately halfway through my

undergraduate career, I was introduced to my
now mentor, Dr. Greg Grosicki, who allowed
me to tour as well as participate in research
being conducted in the Biodynamics and
Human Performance Center. Through this
opportunity, I was able to collaborate on as
well as publish several studies addressing
various aspects of exercise, nutrition and
cardiovascular health. These experiences
enabled me to discover my love and knack for
research, thus reshaping my career ambitions
to include the pursuit of doctoral studies in
exercise science.
What does it mean to you to be a recipient of
the Averitt Award?
It is a great honor to be a recipient of the
2022 Averitt Award for research. While
recognition has never been a goal for
my work, I am very appreciative to the
College of Graduate Studies, and Georgia
Southern University as a whole, for the
acknowledgment and validation of my time
and efforts spent during my tenure here.
Any professors, courses or other experiences
that were particularly meaningful or
beneficial to you while at Georgia Southern?
My mentor, Dr. Greg Grosicki, was paramount
to everything I have accomplished during
my graduate career at Georgia Southern.
By allowing me to work alongside him,
and witness his love for the craft, I have
been enabled to kindle my own passion
for research – a passion that has ultimately
reshaped my career plans to include doctoral
studies as well as teaching.
What are your career plans?
As I move on from my time at Georgia
Southern, I plan to attend Florida State
University’s PhD program in Exercise
Physiology. I plan to work alongside Dr.
Michael Ormsbee and his team at the
Institute of Sports Science and Medicine
to perform research pertaining to sports
nutrition, physiological adaptations to ultraendurance exercise, implications of exercise
training and nutritional intervention and
energy metabolism. With this training, I aspire
to study elite athletes who are an archetype
of health and human performance in order
to obtain unique insights into novel ways to
improve health outcomes and prevent disease
in the population as a whole.
What is an interesting or little-known fact
about you?
My wife, Samantha and I are avid hikers
and have been fortunate enough to do so
in several of the United States' incredible
national parks.
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AN INVISIBLE DANGER

Georgia Southern Professor Tests New Technology
to Battle Carcinogenic Dust on Construction Sites

Undergraduate mechanical engineering students Matthew Adharsingh (L) and
Jenny Landers (R) take dust particle readings on a construction site. Photos by
Jonathan Chick.

Atin Adhikari, Ph.D, (L) associate professor in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of
Public Health, and Master of Public Health student Victoria Clower review
dust particle readings with the construction foreman.
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Some of the most dangerous contaminants aren’t visible to the
naked eye, but Georgia Southern University researchers are
working to protect construction workers from this invisible danger.
In the construction world, chronic exposure to crystalline silica,
which is present in dust particles created from drilling, grinding
and sawing on job sites, can lead to serious medical issues and
preventable fatalities.
Atin Adhikari, Ph.D., associate professor in Georgia Southern’s
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, has been awarded
a $28,400 grant from Poma 22, LLC, to test new air curtain
technology that could protect construction workers from
hazardous fine dust particles.
As the principa l investigator (PI), Adhikari will work with coPIs Aniruddha Mitra, Ph.D., professor of mechanical engineering,
and Saman Hedjazi, Ph.D., assistant professor of civil engineering
and construction management, from Georgia Southern’s Allen E.
Paulson College of Engineering and Computing.
“This research is important and innovative because we will
test a revolutionary technology against fine dust exposure in
construction sites that integrates a filtered air duct system into
a hard hat, creating an air curtain or armor,” said Adhikari. “If
we get a promising result, then this technology can be applied
against other types of particles including bioparticles present in
healthcare work environments.”
Graduate research assistant Victoria Clower, who is earning a
Master of Public Health in environmental health sciences, values
her involvement in life-changing research.
“This study of new technology on dust exposure control in
construction sites will be very valuable with the quantifiable
results showing the effectiveness of the air curtain technology,”
she said. “As someone who is interested in occupational health,
I am excited to work on a study that may provide an opportunity
for other innovations for workplace safety to improve.”
The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational and Safety
Health Administration estimates roughly 2.3 million people in
the U.S. are exposed to silica at work. Workers at risk can develop
lung cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and
kidney disease. In addition, approximately 500 preventable silicarelated deaths occur each year.
As an environmental public health researcher, Adhikari has
published numerous peer-reviewed studies on air quality and
filtration. This project will focus on testing a newly developed
respiratory protection technology, the Z Flow Pro helmet, which
provides a downward draft through the front of the helmet,
creating an air curtain in front of the worker’s face. Previous
research has found that the air curtain is strong enough to deflect
larger, visible particles.
Adhikari and his team will conduct comprehensive field
testing of this new technology to determine if it is also effective
protection against fine particles, providing valuable information
and justification on the readiness level of this product to protect
construction workers. — Melanie Bowden Simón

RESEARCH NOTES

Fighting COVID-19 Inside
Confinement Facilities

New Center For Rehabilitation
And Independent Living

Georgia Southern has established a new research center to improve
the health and quality of life for people in coastal Georgia. The Center
for Rehabilitation and Independent Living (CRIL) is housed in the
Waters College of Health Professions. It offers specialized services
to include clinical gait screenings, sport-specific athletic movement
analyses, concussion assessment, overuse injury prevention methods
and evaluations of daily activity performances for clinical populations.
Gavin Colquitt, Ed.D., executive director of the center, explained
that by combining the expertise of faculty in the human movement
sciences and clinical rehabilitation, the CRIL aims to engage key
community partners and promote interdisciplinary research.
“We hope to engage an array of partners – rehabilitation clinics,
school districts, the military and first responders – to assess their
specific needs and then develop programs to meet those needs,”
Colquitt said.
Although the CRIL is new, many of the services and programs have
a long history. Programs such as Camp RAD and Super Eagles, which
provide inclusive fitness and transition skills training for young people
with disabilities, will now be housed under the center’s umbrella.
“The center enables us to create additional opportunities for our
researchers to collaborate with local clinicians,” Colquitt said. “We
plan to work with physical therapists, athletic trainers and local
physicians to enhance our public impact research mission to
the region.”

Georgia Southern University is stepping up efforts to combat
COVID-19. It has partnered with the Georgia Department of Public
Health (DPH) to better fight COVID in the state’s jails, prisons and
other confinement facilities. The University has established the
Institute for Health Logistics & Analytics to manage a new $7.2 million
contract along with the Georgia DPH.
The project has two initial purposes. One seeks to improve
detection and mitigation of COVID-19 to reduce the risk of
transmission among confinement facility staff and residents. The
other goal is to reimburse Georgia confinement facilities for costs they
incurred from approved COVID-19 mitigation activities implemented
under the project.
“COVID-19 disease has been particularly troublesome in
confinement facilities, where complete physical separation is
impossible and germs are easily spread from person to person in the
air or on common surfaces,” said Jessica Schwind, Ph.D., associate
professor of epidemiology in Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
and the newly named director of the Institute for Health Logistics &
Analytics. “Managers of these facilities have done an admirable job
during this pandemic – we are going to help them be more effective
through project support.”
Experts estimate that state facilities have spent millions on
COVID-19 mitigation efforts such as testing and supplies; personal
protective equipment (PPE); reporting, monitoring, analysis expenses
associated with meeting resident/detainee/inmate needs resulting
from COVID-19-related limited/restricted mobility and/or access to
the facility.
This project is supported by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services through the ELC Detection and Mitigation of COVID-19 in
Confinement Facilities Grant Program as part of a financial assistance
award to the Georgia Department of Public Health.
The Institute for Health Logistics & Analytics will assist with the
review and reimbursement of confinement mitigation projects and
expenditures in enrolled facilities across the state of Georgia.
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OVERCOMING THE ODDS

Two Georgia Southern women break into the senior
ranks of Division I College Athletics
Maybe it was sparked by the excitement and fulfillment of playing in college sports. Maybe it was their love of hanging around with their
teammates. But just maybe it was their academic background at Georgia Southern that did the trick.These alumnae became interested in
NCAA Division I Athletics and ultimately became successful at the highest levels.
Brandy Petty Clouse (‘00) and Jocelyn Fisher Gates (‘08) have broken the proverbial glass ceiling to both become senior associate
athletic directors. They are two of the few Georgia Southern women graduates who have reached senior levels in the hierarchy of NCAA
Division I Athletics.
Both women are married with three children, juggling it all with demanding careers. Clouse has been climbing the career ladder with
Georgia Southern since 2003 and Gates is in her first year with the Ohio State Buckeyes after stints with Boston College, University of
South Florida and Duke.

BRANDY CLOUSE

Many people in athletics administration tend to move around fairly
often but Clouse has been True Blue with Georgia Southern for close
to 19 years.
“I got accepted for athletic training by both UGA and Georgia
Southern after graduating from Gordon College with my associate
degree and playing tennis,” said Clouse. “So I thought I would visit
first and then decide. When I first came down to Georgia Southern I

met with Dr. Charles Hardy [chair of the Department of Health and
Kinesiology at the time] who immediately sold me on the University, no
ifs, ands or buts. I went downstairs and spoke with the tennis coach to
sign up and didn’t even look back.”
Coming into athletic training as an older, nontraditional student
with an associate degree, Clouse had to take the program classes out
of order, taking her beginners’ classes at the same time as advanced
classes. She also had tennis practice, worked at the Recreation Activity
Center (RAC) at 5 a.m., attended athletic training clinicals and had to
study late.
“It was a long day,” said Clouse. “But I had a lot of support, it was a
team effort. But when I look back on it, that's what made me who I am
today. It was all hard, but I didn't think at the time of it being hard. I
just did it because that's what I needed to do to get to my goal.”
The next step toward achieving her goal was a master’s in cardiac
rehabilitation and exercise physiology at Marshall University, where
she met her husband, Rob, who also works for Georgia Southern as
director and senior lecturer for Physical Activity Lifestyle.

ONWARD AND UPWARD

After obtaining her master’s degree, Clouse began searching for a job
and an opportunity at Georgia Southern came up. She worked her
way up from an assistant athletic trainer to the head athletic trainer
position.
When asked to be Senior Woman Administrator (SWA), Clouse
thought perhaps she could do it if she were allowed to keep her
athletic trainer responsibilities, but leadership kept saying no, she
couldn’t do it all.
“Finally, about six months later, after asking me to do it repeatedly,
he said, ‘I don't care how you do it, if you get the job done, I'm fine
with you doing all of it.’ And so I did. I was the head football athletic
trainer. I was the head athletic trainer, director of sports medicine, and
I became the SWA. And at the time, I think I was one of four women in
the country doing that.”

A SEAT AT THE TABLE

Clouse discovered that when she got a seat at that athletic leadership
table she had an increased impact on the decisions made that affect
student-athletes.
“We want to ensure that student-athlete wellness is at the forefront
of everybody's mind and every decision that goes on,’ said Clouse.
‘And I really caught fire with it.”
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Clouse became Senior Associate Athletics Director for Sports
Medicine in 2015 and continues to be Senior Woman Administrator.
Clouse is self-deprecating when it comes to all she has acomplished.
Helping with COVID protocols, being involved with supporting
coaches through the illness and focusing on the physical and mental
well-being of Georgia Southern’s student-athletes. But what she has
done from an administrative perspective for sports medicine and
athletics as a whole has been pretty big.

“Several years ago I was focused on making sure the athletic
trainers were reclassified as allied health care professionals,
increasing their pay,” said Clouse. “And now we have sports
psychologists and clinical psychologists and nutritionists on campus.”
Clouse thinks she has made progress but still wants to do better.
“It's taken me 19 years but we finally have the resources we need.
Can we get better? Yes, we can. But hopefully we're running like a
well-oiled machine providing for our student-athletes.”

JOCELYN GATES

After being a soccer player for Howard
University and about to graduate with a
biology degree in 2003, Jocelyn Gates was
still undecided as to what she really wanted
to do next.
“I thought I wanted to go into medicine,”
said Gates. “But after signing up for the
MCAT [Medical College Admission Test]
twice and not showing up, I realized I didn’t
want to.”
Gates then participated in a postbaccalaureate program at the University of
Florida working in the dental school for two
years, but still it wasn’t for her. Then she
began working for a clinical psychologist.
“So I remember looking things up, looking
at different majors, and I found sports
psychology,” said Gates. “So then I spoke with
Dr. Daniel Czech, the program director of the
Georgia Southern grad program in kinesiology
and sport psychology. When I spoke to him it
just felt right.”
Gates was a graduate assistant, taught
fitness classes and worked with different
teams in terms of sports psychology.
A highlight of her time was the opportunity
to go to Derby, England, and work with
the physical education department of a
secondary school.
“It was just an amazing experience,” said
Gates. “Georgia Southern just offered me so
many real-life experiences.”

CHOOSING THE NCAA
Gates began searching for a job. She mailed
out packets with her résumé to virtually every
NFL, NBA and Major League Baseball team.
Surprisingly, many teams emailed her back,
some with links to internships.
Arthur Hightower of the Los Angeles Rams
reached out with information about the
NCAA postgraduate internship program.
“I applied and found out that I had gotten
in before graduation,” said Gates. “At that
point it was a no-brainer that I wanted to be
in college athletics.”
Gates left the NCAA to become special
assistant to the athletic director at Duke,
Kevin White, who became her mentor and
staunch supporter.

“When I first heard about this job, I said,
‘I have a master’s, I am not going to be
somebody’s assistant,’” said Gates. “And
people were like, ‘It's Kevin White. He is a
godfather in this business.’ And they were
right. He changed my career for me and we
are still close.”
After staying at Duke in various positions
for nearly five years, Gates started at the
University of South Florida, where she got
her first opportunity to oversee football
operations. She was there for four years and
while in Florida, met her husband, Dennis
Gates, who was coaching at Florida State.

RELATIONSHIPS ARE KEY
During that period Gates developed a
business relationship with Martin Jarmin
who was at Ohio State before he got his first
athletic director position at Boston College.
“I always told Martin that I was going to
work for him someday and when he got the
BC job, he gave me a call,” said Gates. “My

husband said it was fine. He’s a coach and
busy all the time and I’m in athletics and busy
all the time, so it works.”
Gates stayed at Boston College for four years
as senior associate athletic director and SWA.
Then she got a call from Ohio State about
the position of senior associate athletic
director for sport administration, where
she is now.
“You know, I wouldn’t have gone as far as I
have without Georgia Southern,” said Gates.
“I owe so much to Dr. Czech. He just really
taught us how to work with student-athletes
and how to build relationships.”
The 2020 Nike administrator of the year is
still True Blue.
“I love the network of Georgia Southern
and love meeting other alumni, like here at
Ohio State. But I would not be here without
Georgia Southern. Georgia Southern taught
me how to keep what’s important first, and
that’s giving back to the student-athletes."
— Liz Walker
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PASSION AND
PERSEVERANCE

Eagles Linebacker
Todd Bradley-Glenn Shows
Grit On and Off the Field

Todd Bradley-Glenn knows what it’s like to start from scratch.
The 2022 football season is his seventh season as a linebacker with
the Eagles and will be only the fourth in which he’s played. Hampered by
injuries that would have permanently sidelined many players, BradleyGlenn is determined to have the season he’s been working toward for
years and to keep moving forward through life’s unexpected obstacles.
“I feel like I’m always trying to better myself and I know that no matter
how hard life gets, with what I’ve been through, I’ve seen so much that
there’s nothing I can’t get through,” he said. “I feel like being in all these
situations was just a test — even with the cancer, that was my first big test.”
As a sophomore at Valdosta High School, Bradley-Glenn made a routine
hit during a game, which left a knot on his shoulder that wouldn’t go away.
By the end of his junior year, the knot had grown larger and hardened,
and they scheduled surgery to remove what they thought was scar tissue.
After a biopsy of the tumor, however, the pathology report said it was
a cancerous tumor. It was Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans, a very rare
kind of cancer with only one case in a million per year.
“In a split second I saw my whole life, and then I just started freaking
out to be honest,” said Bradley-Glenn. “I just started crying. You know, you
never expect something like that to happen to you. You always hear stories
about stuff like that happening and people get cancer, but you never really
expect it to happen to you.”
After three surgeries, Bradley-Glenn was homebound for more than
six months. He couldn’t play football, couldn’t exercise, could barely go
outside. In the midst of a depression about his prospects, his season and
his life, his grandfather wrote him a letter that has served as a guiding light
for him ever since.
“Be strong,” he wrote. “Go ahead and enjoy being a young man
who will be successful in life with other hurdles you will also
encounter other than this one. This one is just a small one. Jump over
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it with faith and keep running until your next one. I believe in your
ability and so should you.”
This advice would be crucial for Bradley-Glenn during a tumultuous
college football career.
On the Eagles roster now for seven years — extended by medical
exemptions and special NCAA rules during the pandemic — BradleyGlenn has faced tragic season-ending injuries. In the fifth game of his
redshirt freshman year in 2016, he tore his ACL and was sidelined for
the rest of the season. In his third year, as the Eagles made their way to
a triumphant 10-3 season and bowl game win, he tore his meniscus and
ACL in the same leg. In the 2021 season, when he would’ve been the
starter, he tore his bicep in practice, ending his season again.
Each time, however, he worked his way back into the lineup.
“Man, he’s just not going to quit. I mean he’s just not going to quit,” said
Assistant Coach Kevin Whitley. “He’s been through a lot from a personal
standpoint, physically and mentally, and he’s just not going to let it
stop him.”
Even while he was hurt, Bradley-Glenn would mentor young
linebackers and work with them after practice. As a student, he’s made the
honor roll every year at Georgia Southern. In his free time, he runs a small
construction business, installing TVs and building simple projects, and is
also part of a book club with his teammates.
His favorite book? “Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance” by
Angela Duckworth. A fitting testament to his own experience.
“I remember my papa saying ‘This is a small hurdle.’ I thought, ‘Shoot,
this is a big hurdle,’” said Bradley-Glenn. “But I just kept living after that,
and I kind of see what he was talking about. It was a small hurdle. With
everything that happened, it just teaches you how to handle certain
situations, how to just take everything for what it is.
“It’s just preparing you for life.”			 — Doy Cave

EAGLES ON THE
VIRTUAL BATTLEFIELD
Eagle Esports Brings GATA to College Call of Duty League
Georgia Southern University student-athletes have left their mark on
fields and courts, the track and the range. Now they’re also creating a
name for themselves on the battlefield — the virtual battlefield, that is.
Eagle Esports is a group of Georgia Southern student-gamers who
play the Call of Duty (CoD) video game competitively, facing off against
colleges and universities from across the U.S. and Canada. In 2018,
students Zac Fancher (’22), Matthew Durr (’22) and Derrick Abrams (’21)
formed the group and began playing in the College CoD League (CCL),
which was established the same year.
And just like the Eagle teams of Georgia Southern lore, these
Eagles made an impact immediately, winning the 2018 CCL National
Championship in their first year.
“It was the very beginning of the league,” said Durr, a recent
economics graduate from Atlanta. “It was not the competition that we
have now, obviously, but still, it meant a lot to us to be in the very first
year of the league and we came out and won it as Georgia Southern. It
was super cool.”
Despite the competitive rise in caliber, Eagle Esports has continued to
be among the elite in the CCL. In 2019, they placed in the top 12 among
190 teams and came in fourth in 2020. Last year, in their first year as
an official club sport at the University, the Eagles fielded two teams — a
“varsity” and an “academy” team — that placed in the top 16 and top 24,
respectively. Currently, they are ranked in the top 16 in the country out
of 250 schools.
“For literally my entire collegiate career, we have been in the nation’s
top 25 power rankings,” said Fancher. “We’re very good. We can beat
literally anybody. We’ve beaten Alabama. We’ve beaten Florida State.
We’ve beaten Kennesaw repeatedly.”
“The league is super competitive,” added Durr. “It gets competitive all
the more every year.”
Organized esports have been around almost as long as video games,
but didn’t skyrocket in participation and revenue until the late 2000s,
with the rise of professional players and the ability to livestream
tournaments. According to Statista.com, the esports market is now worth
more than $1 billion and caters to more than 474 million fans worldwide.
Professional prize pools can reach more than $12 million depending on
the game and its popularity.

Unsurprisingly, colleges and universities are now actively recruiting
esports players, offering dedicated state-of-the-art facilities and
equipment as well as full scholarships to select gamers. Durr also says
the rules of CCL don’t exclude former professional players from joining
college teams. Fancher says one university has a recent world champion
on their team. “It’s definitely super competitive,” said Durr.
While casual observers of the sport might deride the fact that its
players sit motionless in a comfortable chair, using only the muscles in
their hands and fingers to play, Fancher says the game is so much more
than that. When asked what it takes to be good, he said the list is long.
“Fast reaction time. Excellent hand-eye coordination and motor
functions, because aiming is hard. And then multitasking, your ability
to do multiple things at once. In the game, there are a whole bunch of
things you have to track.
“You have to pay attention to where your teammates are, the amount
of time left on a specific zone because the hill will rotate around the
map…, how many people you have currently coming off of spawn
[character recreation after losing a life]. There’s something called the ‘kill
feed,’ and it’ll have different people in colors and you have to track how
many people are down.
“It’s all that stuff at once, all at the same time, while actively shooting
at people in the game.”
Both Durr and Fancher graduated this year, but they say the future
is bright for the club. The two veterans played on the academy team in
their last year to train up younger players on the roster, and the main
Eagle Esports team has veteran players as well as transfers who will keep
the team competitive. With their official club sport status, the team also
has a dedicated space in the Grube Recreation Activity Center and
powerful PCs on which to practice.
Neither Durr, Fancher or Abrams, who is now a software developer in
Atlanta, know if they’ll pursue esports in the future, but all three say the
experience taught them volumes about leadership, discipline and the
power of connections.
“Esports is growing,” said Fancher. “It keeps getting bigger. It’s hard to
get your foot in the door, but that’s one of the benefits of the leagues that
we compete in, because we meet people from all over the country.”
— Doy Cave
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WOMEN’S RIFLE TEAM WINS 2022
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP

Soren Butler joined the team as the new
coach in May after spending five seasons as
an assistant coach with the perennial rifle
powerhouse, University of West Virginia.
"I would just like to thank Jared Benko,
Chris Davis, Brandy Clouse and the entire
administration at Georgia Southern for this
opportunity to fulfill my dream of leading a
college rifle team," Butler said. "I was blown
away with the sincere support and welcome I
received from every staff member I was able
to meet. I think this program has some of the
best facilities in the country as well as endless
opportunities in front of it.”
When asked the first things he will do at
Georgia Southern, Butler was quick to respond.
“I’m going to start building a relationship with
an already great team and jump right on the
recruiting train.”
— Liz Walker

The flashing lights of the black SUV escort was
the first thing you saw. Then the bus holding
the Georgia Southern Rifle Team rounded the
corner towards the Shooting Sports Education
Center on March 6, their homecoming from
the 2022 conference meet. Cheerleaders,
coaches and fans hooted and hollered as
the Southern Conference Rifle Champions
stepped from the bus.
“It’s just incredible how Georgia Southern
and the athletics department has supported
us,” said recently retired head coach Sandra
Worman. “Especially for small teams like
rifle, the way they support us makes a big
difference.”
The Georgia Southern Rifle Team won
the 2022 Southern Conference (SoCon)
Rifle title, the first in program history. The
competition included two types of shooting,
small bore shooting and air rifle, and the
Eagles have taken championships in specific
categories over the last five years, but never
the overall title.
"I think we've always been known, but I
think people are starting to just be more
wary of us now,” said Ashley Judson, SoCon
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Air Rifle Athlete of the Year and Pinnacle
Award winner for highest GPA. “It's more
like the other teams say ‘lookout, here, they
come’ when they see us.”
Smallbore Champion and Smalbore Athlete
of the Year, Erin Ballard feels the team is
getting a lot more attention and has noticed
the change around campus.
“Now people are always saying ‘Oh, you're
that girl on the rifle team, aren't you?’” said
Ballard. “And they say, ‘Oh my gosh, I saw in
that email that your team just won that match,
that's so cool.’”
The mental toughness the team has worked
on paid off as Ballad, Judson and Amy Visconti
earned All-Southern Conference Air Rifle
Team and smallbore Team honors.
Worman recently announced her retirement
and leaves on a high note after winning the
championship. After helming the program for
five years, earning SoCon Rifle Coach of the
Year for the third time as well as nominated for
the national coach of the year by the Collegiate
Rifle Coaches Association, she leaves the team
prepared for the new coach with all members
returning for next season.

IN CHAMPIONSHIPS

WOMEN’S GOLF
WIN FIRST SUN BELT
CHAMPIONSHIP
Freshman Sarunchana Rattanasin earned medalist honors, senior
Mia Kness tied for second and Georgia Southern won the Sun Belt
Women's Golf Championship on Tuesday, April 19, at the LPGA
International Hills Course in Daytona Beach, Florida.
It's the first Sun Belt women's golf title for the Eagles as Georgia
Southern began its women's golf program in 2015-16. Rattanasin is the
second Eagle to earn medalist honors, joining Ella Ofstedahl, who won
the event in 2019 at LPGA International.
The Eagles (+31) led the tournament wire to wire and topped
defending champion Coastal Carolina (+35) by four strokes. Arkansas
State (+36) finished third, and Texas State (+40) was fourth.
Rattanasin (+4) won the individual title by a stroke over Kness (+5)
and UTA's Heidrun Hlynsdottir.

Sophomore Abby Newton fired a 73 in the final round of the
tournament, tying for the lowest score of the day, and finished tied for
11th. Senior Madison Heideman posted a 75, the Eagles' second-lowest
score, and tied for 27th.
Kness paced the Eagles with a 69 in the first round, while Rattanasin
shot an even-par 72. Rattanasin backed that up with the second
round's lowest score, a 70, and came into the final round with a threestroke lead. Georgia Southern entered the final 18 holes with a twostroke advantage over the Chanticleers.
The Eagles led the tournament with 180 pars, and Rattanasin and
Kness were named to the all-tournament team.
With their win, the Eagles advanced to NCAA Regionals for the
first time, playing in the Tallahassee Regional at Seminole Legacy Golf
Club May 9-11. Playing in a field of 12 that included nine top-50 teams,
the Eagles placed as high as sixth before falling to seventh, missing the
cut to continue in tournament play. Sophomore Abby Newton finished
the regional tournament tied for 12th.
"To say I'm proud is an understatement,” said Head Coach Mimi
Burke. “If you told me in August we would be where we were today and
had a chance all three rounds of regionals to advance to the national
championship, I would be in disbelief. I couldn't imagine a better first
season as the Head Women's Golf Coach at Georgia Southern."

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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SIDELINES
CHEERLEADING

MEN’S GOLF

CHEER TEAM WINS EIGHTH
NATIONAL TITLE

TEAM FALLS JUST SHORT IN
SUN BELT CHAMPIONSHIP

The Georgia Southern cheer team won its eighth national
championship at the National Cheerleaders Association
National Championship in April. The all-girl squad took
first in the IA Intermediate Division, and the co-ed team
finished third at the championship in Dayton Beach,
Florida. It was the seventh national championship for the
all-girl team (the Eagles won the co-ed title in 2017).

Men’s golf fell to Little Rock in the championship match of
the Sun Belt Men's Golf Championship Wednesday, April
27, at Mystic Creek Golf Club in El Dorado, Arkansas. The
Trojans defeated the defending champion Eagles in a 3-1-1
win. Georgia Southern won its semifinal match 3-2 over
Georgia State to advance to the final vs. the Trojans. The
Eagles earned an at-large bid to the New Haven Regional
for the NCAA Men's Golf Championship.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

EAGLES EARN SPOT IN
SUN BELT TOURNAMENT
Women’s basketball made it to the quarterfinals of the
Sun Belt Conference tournament. In the first round, the
team notched its first Sun Belt Conference tournament
victory in program history with an 88-79 win over No. 10
seed Georgia State. In the quarterfinals, the Eagles fell to
No. 2-seed UT Arlington. Sophomore guard Terren Ward
received Sun Belt honors for her season play. She was
named the inaugural Sun Belt Conference Sixth Woman
of the year, along with earning a spot on the Sun Belt AllConference Second Team. The team finished the season
with an 18-10 overall record, the most wins since 2009-10.

WOMEN’S TENNIS

WOMEN’S TENNIS NOTCHES
FIFTH STRAIGHT WINNING
SEASON
Georgia Southern’s women’s tennis team’s winning
season ended in the first round of the 2022 Sun Belt
Conference Women's Tennis Championships held in
Peachtree City, Georgia. They were eliminated from the
tournament by Louisiana. Georgia Southern finished its
season at 12-11, its fifth straight winning season under
head coach Sean McCaffrey.
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SENIORS NAMED TO
ALL-SUN BELT TEAM
Georgia Southern men's golf seniors Ben Carr, Mason
Williams and Wilson Andress have been named All-Sun
Belt in a vote by the league's head coaches.
Carr earns first-team honors for the second consecutive
season and all-league accolades for the third time in his
career. He leads the Sun Belt in scoring average (70.30)
and is ranked 47th nationally by Golfstat. Williams earns
first-team All-Sun Belt plaudits after earning secondteam All-Sun Belt kudos last season. He is ranked 57th
nationally by Golfstat and has five top-10s in seven events
to his credit this season with a win in the Thomas Sharkey
Individual Collegiate. Wilson Andress was named thirdteam All-Sun Belt and earns all-conference honors for the
first time in his career. He has played in the lineup in all
10 team events and helped lead the Eagles to four wins,
including Sun Belt Championship stroke play, and six top5 team finishes.

ALUMNUS NAMED PLAYER
OF THE YEAR
Men's golf alumnus Rusty Strawn was named the 2021
Senior Amateur Player of the Year, compiling 11,247.5
national ranking points to earn the honor. Strawn totaled
six tournament wins in 2021 and never finished outside
the top 6. He ranked 580 in the World Amateur Golf
Rankings. Strawn played for the Eagles from 1982 to 1985
and helped Georgia Southern win the Trans America
Athletic Conference team title in 1983. He was named AllTAAC in 1984 and 1985. He currently serves as a board
member for the Georgia Southern men's golf 2 Under
Alumni Foundation.

BASEBALL

FOUR ADDED TO MASON
CLEMENTS WALL OF FAME

MEN’S SOCCER

MEN’S SOCCER RETURNS TO
SUN BELT CONFERENCE

Georgia Southern Baseball inducted four new members
to the Mason Clements Wall of Fame in February as part
of the Evening with the All-Stars Event. The inductees
included James Payne, Griffin Benedict, Sam Howard and
Mike Tidick.
Payne played Eagle baseball from 2001 to 2005 and
was the starting center fielder for three seasons. He
developed into an all-conference performer and was
named second-team All-Southern Conference in 2004
and received first-team honors in 2005. Payne was a part
of two championship teams that participated in NCAA
Regionals in 2001 and 2002.
Benedict was a mainstay behind the plate for the Eagles
from 2006-2009. He ranks in the top 10 among Georgia
Southern career leaders in runs batted in (7th, 195), runs
(8th, 192), total bases (9th, 433) and hit by pitches (4th,
53). In his senior year, he helped lead the Eagles to 42
wins, a Southern Conference Tournament title and a No. 2
seed in the NCAA Fullerton Regional.
Howard played for the Eagles from 2012-2014. The
pitcher was an integral part of the 2014 team's 40-win
season, Southern Conference Tournament Championship
and appearance in the NCAA Tallahassee Regional. That
season Howard led all starters with a 2.35 ERA, a .230
Batting Average Against, and led the entire staff with 94
strikeouts. He was the 16th player in program history to
reach the big leagues as he made his Major League debut
for the Rockies on June 10, 2018.
Tidick served 13 seasons (2000-2012) on the Georgia
Southern baseball staff as the Eagles' hitting coach and
recruiting coordinator. Eagle offenses would turn in
batting averages above the .300 mark in 10 of his 13
seasons on staff. Tidick's hard work and dedication helped
the Eagles capture championships and reach the NCAA
Tournament in 5 different seasons.

Men’s soccer will return to the Sun Belt Conference
beginning this fall. Georgia Southern will join eight
other institutions in the newly re-formed soccer
conference. The Sun Belt Conference men's soccer
membership will boast some of the sport's most
accomplished programs. Current Sun Belt members
Georgia Southern, Coastal Carolina and Georgia
State will be joined by incoming members James
Madison, Marshall and Old Dominion. Kentucky,
South Carolina and West Virginia will compete as
affiliate members for men's soccer only. The Sun Belt
Conference previously sponsored men’s soccer from
1976-to 1995 and from 2014-to 2020.

ALUMNUS EARNS OUTSTANDING
MINOR LEAGUE HONOR

Georgia Southern Director of Athletics Jared Benko
received the Erk Russell Spirit Award on Feb. 19
in Macon, Georgia, during the annual induction
ceremony of the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame. The
award, presented by the Hall of Fame Foundation's
board of directors, recognizes contributions to sport
that mirror the enthusiasm that Erk Russell brought
to coaching football and to all of life's endeavors.
Benko was hired in March 2020 to lead the Georgia
Southern athletics department and has made an
immediate impact on Eagle athletics.

Roly de Armas (’75) was named the recipient of the 13th
annual Mike Coolbaugh Award by Minor League Baseball.
The award is presented nationally to an individual who
has shown “outstanding baseball work ethic, knowledge
of the game and skill in mentoring young players on the
field.” In 2021, de Armas completed 35 years as a Minor
League manager, spending last year with the Rookie-level
Florida Complex League Phillies. de Armas served as
the White Sox and Blue Jays bullpen coaches at different
points before he rejoined the Phillies in 2001, where
he has been coaching since. He served as the bullpen
coach for Team USA in the World Cup from 2007-09
and was the bullpen coach for Team USA in the 2013
World Baseball Classic, and in 2021 he served as bullpen
coach for Team USA in the Tokyo Olympics, where the
Americans won a silver medal.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

EAGLES ADVANCE TO
SUN BELT TOURNAMENT
The men’s basketball team fell to defending champion
App State in the quarterfinals of the Hercules Tire
Sun Belt Men’s Basketball Championship. The Eagles
closed the season with a 13-16 record. Guard Elijah
McCadden received recognition for his season play.
He was named the Sun Belt Conference Sixth Man of
the Year in a vote by the league’s head coaches.

GEORGIA SOUTHERN ATHLETICS

BENKO RECEIVES
ERK RUSSELL AWARD

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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EAGLE OFFENSE SOARS
IN BLUE-WHITE GAME

Photos by AJ Henderson
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Under new Head Coach Clay Helton, offense abounded at Georgia
Southern's annual Blue vs. White Spring Game on April 23. The White
Squad (offense) amassed 51 points and nearly 700 yards of offense to the
Blue Squad's (defense) 28 points thanks to several big stops.
In front of a crowd of more than 4,000 fans, the offense scored on the
first three drives, first on a one-yard run from Jalen White, then a 32-yard
catch-and-run play by Darius Lewis from Connor Cigelske and then
White scored on an 8-yard run.
In the second quarter, Alex Raynor hit a 27-yard field goal, Sam
Kenerson caught a 14-yard pass from Kyle Vantrease and Terron Dixon II
scored on a 1-yard run.
With a running clock in the second half, Gerald Green scored on a
4-yard run and Matthew Daniel capped off the scoring with a 7-yard pass
from Zak Rozsman.
The offense racked up 677 yards of offense (409 pass, 268 rush).
Vantrease threw for 217 yards and a score while Cigelske threw for 94
yards and a touchdown. Lewis led the way with four catches for 70 yards
and a score and Jeremy Singleton caught six passes for 48 yards. Derwin
Burgess Jr. had three catches for 80 yards. On the ground, Gerald Green
carried the ball nine times for 108 yards and a score to lead the way.
Defensively, Jeffrey Smyth led the defense with nine tackles and
Chandler Dial-Watson had six. Tyler Bride posted six tackles, including
two for loss and had two pass break-ups. Amaru Herring had 1.5 sacks.
The defense scored 16 points for eight stops with no points allowed, nine
points for three, three-and-outs and three points for three sacks.
The team will now focus on summer workouts before taking the field
officially again in August for preseason camp. The Eagles will open the
2022 season on Sept. 3 at home against Morgan State.

2022 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
SAT 9/3
SAT 9/10
SAT 9/17
SAT 9/24
SAT 10/1
SAT 10/8
SAT 10/15
SAT 10/22
SAT 11/5
THU 11/10
SAT 11/19
SAT 11/26

vs MORGAN STATE
at NEBRASKA
at UAB
vs BALL STATE
at COASTAL CAROLINA
at GEORGIA STATE
vs JAMES MADISON
at OLD DOMINION
vs SOUTH ALABAMA
at LOUISIANA
vs MARSHALL
vs APP STATE

STATESBORO, GA
LINCOLN, NE
BIRMINGHAM, AL
STATESBORO, GA
CONWAY, SC
ATLANTA, GA
STATESBORO, GA
NORFOLK, VA
STATESBORO, GA
LAFAYETTE, LA
STATESBORO, GA
STATESBORO, GA
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

43

ALUMNI & FRIENDS

THE CAMOUFLAGED OPTIMIST
Columnist and Photographer Bunny Ware
Connects Savannah

For Bunny Ware (’92), life is best off-script.
She’ll tell you she can’t write, but her social column, “Bunny in the
City,” has been a beloved entertainment fixture in Savannah for the
last 12 years. Ware never studied photography, but is arguably the
most invited event photographer in town, while decked in camouflage,
flip-flops and a high-flying ponytail, even for some of the city’s most
prominent affairs.
Her superpower?
Ware is an optimist. A lifter, a doer, a connector. Belying her
unabashed exuberance, her seemingly endless stream of energy,
Ware’s greatest fulfillment comes from connecting people, and she is
widely appreciated for it.
“I’m a connector because I care enough to see what someone
needs,” said Ware. “I can quickly match a person to who they need
to know, that will benefit them most, without expecting anything in
return. When you don’t have anything to gain from it, it’s a genuine
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connection. I think that’s why Savannah has put up with me acting,
dressing or saying the things that I do because they recognize my
intent is genuine.
“I have a gift that I can help other people with.”
That gift flourished on Georgia Southern University’s Statesboro
Campus beginning in the 1980s. From Wadley, Georgia, Ware and
most of her friends attended Georgia Southern, about an hour away
from home.
Ware’s studies didn’t come with ease. She first signed on as a
history major, but realized she didn’t want to teach and switched
to psychology. However, a tendency to flip numbers in a required
statistics class caused her to bump her minor in communications up to
a major.
At that time, she was also dealing with personal issues, and
communication studies professors Beverly Graham, Ph.D., and Chris
Geyerman, Ph.D., allowed her to do independent study for a semester.

Once back in classrooms, she was forever changed by the husbandand-wife duo who continue to teach at Georgia Southern today.
“They had such a huge impact on how I live my life,” said Ware. “I
gained learning tools that I could live my life by. I learned things like
northerners stare longer than southerners, or how southerners get
closer to you. How they blink more. Or the placement of things on a
desk, or their body language. The things that you can learn to help
read people do really well with how fast I can work a room, how well I
did in sales and how well I pose people with photography.
“My classes at Southern prepped me to be very successful being in
front of people. I was very prepared for the jobs that came my way.”
After graduation, Ware briefly worked in hospitality in Atlanta before
accepting a position at AAMCO Transmissions in Statesboro, a dream
job for the self-proclaimed car fanatic who grew up in a town of 2,000
people where “anything that has a wheel in it — we learned to drive.”
Later, a relationship pulled her to Savannah where she served as
a travel sales rep for automotive company LKQ, a role that allowed
her to blend her love of cars with her communications prowess and
understanding of people. During that time she was introduced to
master photographer Dan Leger, now a tour guide in the Savannah
historic district. Ware was drawn to the social aspect of photography
and volunteered to work with Leger, an ex-military officer who taught
her how to pose people and shoot angles quickly, in her free time.
The camera soon became Ware’s gateway to adventure, as she
freelanced traveling cross-country to shoot ribbon-cuttings for Virginia
College. For seven years, Ware experienced the U.S. through its
backroads, from the east coast to west, along the Pacific coastline and
through Alaska. Later, she traveled to Ireland, Iceland and beyond, a
long-lens camera always in hand.
In 2003, LKQ cut its East Coast position and Ware’s thriving career
skidded to a halt. At the top of her field, “I’m either going to have to
move or change professions,” she recalled.
Soon after, on a visit to the former New South Café, she suggested to
the owner that he needed music, paintings on the walls, and to wear a
chef’s uniform. Several visits — and rounds of advice — later, he asked
Ware to work for him.
“I told him, ‘I don’t know anything about your world, but I know how
to promote you in mine,’” said Ware.
The networking began. Within a year, the restaurant was thriving
and eventually housed a Georgia Restaurant Association Award. Ware
photographed all of the restaurant’s events and posted them online to
Savannah Master Calendar, a media marketing website that brought
small businesses and nonprofits together with the help of a free master
community calendar.
While attending a culinary event, Liberty Powers, a rep from
Savannah Morning News asked Ware for permission to share her
photos on the news site. For the next 10 years, Ware contributed
nearly 2,000 galleries to the newspaper with an expansive portfolio
that grew to include Savannah’s citizens across a variety of venues.
A year into her new gig, the paper posted an ad for a social
columnist position. Ware pursued the editor, Mona Lisa Castle,
relentlessly for four months.
“I’m already taking photos for you,” Ware told her. “I have a degree
in communications. I didn’t tell her that I made a ‘C’ in my writing class
because I’m so awful at it, but I understood how to write well enough.”
The editor finally gave Ware a chance, and asked her to cover an
event with 1,200 words and 20 photos. After a 10-hour stretch of
crafting something that resembled a column, Ware turned the piece in.
“Bunny in the City,” a social column that only showcases the best
of Savannah, finally had a home. Castle coached Ware through the
process for a year.

“She said, ‘Bunny, you’re never going to be a great writer.’ She’s right.
I never got better. But I’m smart enough to know that, and talented
when it comes to getting people to tell me their stories.”
In 2021, Ware was voted “Savannah’s Best Local Newspaper
Columnist” by the readers of Connect Savannah, who also featured
her as Savannah’s “Best Connector.”
This year, her weekly column moved to Connect Savannah, where
she will continue to provide weekly entertainment news, and she is the
host of a new weekly segment, “Where’s Bunny Ware?” on WSAV-TV.
Especially close to her heart is an ongoing partnership with Step One
Automotive Group, which hosts significant veteran outreach, while
she zips around to city happenings in a sponsored Jeep Gladiator,
photographing and connecting Savannah, one event at a time.
“I think I’ve paved my own way and I’ve done it exactly the way I
wanted to,” said Ware. “I get to pick who I work with and I only work
with people who do good deeds. How blessed am I?”
Ware continues to go off-grid as much as possible. Next stop, Austria
and Romania. As for the 40,000 travel images stored on her iPhone,
and the many stories that accompany them, “Bunny’s Backroads” may
land on bookshelves one day.
As always, Ware remains loyal to Georgia Southern, recognizing the
education and support she received.
“I know that my background, from psychology to the theories of
communication that seeped into my consciousness, worked,” she said.
“For some people, it’s just something that they learn and they forget.
Mine was a life application. Some people are lucky enough to have an
education that they benefit from. I’m one of those people. It was a gift.
It’s still giving.” — Melanie Bowden Simón
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Alumni Honorees Recognized for Service and Achievement
The Georgia Southern University Alumni Association honored outstanding alumni for their achievements and service at this year’s 2022
Alumni Awards Gala. Held at the Nessmith-Lane Building on April 22, the evening was hosted by the musical stylings of The Fabulous Equinox
Orchestra of Savannah.
“These awards recognize our outstanding alumni for their service, their business acumen and overall excellence,” Georgia Southern President
Kyle Marrero told the event crowd. “Our network of Georgia Southern and Armstrong alumni is now more than 130,000 strong and growing, and
with each success, our reputation as a University is strengthened.”

Anthony Tippins (’92)
TALON AWARD

The Talon award is bestowed upon a
Georgia Southern graduate who best
represents excellence in their career field,
service to their alma mater and service
to the community. Anthony Tippins is the
recipient of this award.
Originally from Claxton, Georgia,
Tippins is the current president of Coolsys
Professional Solutions. A retired 23-year
veteran and commissioned officer in
the United States Naval Reserve and a
registered professional engineer in the
state of Georgia, Tippins is a 1992 graduate
of Georgia Southern University. Tippins
earned his B.S. in mechanical engineering
technology from Georgia Southern and
an executive MBA from Emory University.
After working in multiple key management
and engineering roles, Tippins co-founded
Aztec Energy Partners, which was sold to
Danfoss in 2006. He then started Axiom
Energy Solutions, which CoolSys acquired
in 2018.
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The First Eight African American
Students at Georgia Southern
and Armstrong:
The late John Bradley, Ph.D.
Clavelia Love Brinson (’70)
Jessie Z. Carter (’69, ’80)
Arlene Daughtry Hendrix (’71)
Catherine Davis Joyce (’68)
Otis Johnson, Ph.D. (’64)
Ulysee Mosley, Ph.D. (’69)
Shirley Ann Woodall
MARVIN PITTMAN AWARD

The Marvin Pittman award is named for
Georgia Southern’s president in the 1930s
and ’40s. A transformational leader, he
understood the power of education to create
productive citizens. The Pittman Award is
presented to alumni who best exemplify the
core values of the University.
This year, the award recognizes the
commitment of the first eight Georgia

Southern College and Armstrong College
students in the 1960s that paved the way for
African American students today.
In 1963, a lone and courageous student,
future Savannah Mayor Otis Johnson, became
the first African American student to attend
Armstrong. Just two years later, John Bradley,
a music teacher at William James High School
in Statesboro, dared to be the first black
student to enroll at Georgia Southern.
In the fall of ’65 Bradley was followed by
six undergraduate black students: Clavelia
Love Brinson, Arlene Marie Daughtry, Ulysee
Mosley, Shirley Anne Woodall, Jessie Zeigler
and Catherine Davis, a sophomore transfer
student who later earned the first bachelor’s
degree awarded to a black graduate in the
University’s history.
Many of these students faced
condescension and derision both public and
covert in order to earn their degrees, and the
fact that so many of them now cherish their
alma mater and provide scholarships for the
students who follow in their footsteps is a
testament to their character and resilience.

Zerik Samples (’11, ’13)
GEORGE & LUCY
ARMSTRONG
AWARD

The George and Lucy
Armstrong Award is named
in honor of Lucy Camp
Armstrong, who donated
the Armstrong House to
Savannah’s new college, named
after her late husband, in 1935.
The award is presented to the
Armstrong alumnus who best
exemplifies the core values of
Georgia Southern University.
This year’s Armstrong
Award recipient is Zerik
Samples.
Samples is the CEO
for Coastal Empire Habitat for Humanity in Savannah, where he
is responsible for developing and implementing strategic vision,
recruitment, management and support, and much more.
In addition to his nonprofit leadership, Samples is an active member
of the community. He is a past president of his local Rotary Club,
member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. and deeply involved with the
work of his church. A recent Leadership Savannah graduate, Samples
was named Most Outgoing in the Susan G. Komen Big Wig Campaign
2019, designated a Rising Leader by the Brunswick NAACP and is in
Georgia Southern University’s 40 under 40 class of 2020.
He has received a Bachelor of Science and a master’s degree in
education from Armstrong Atlantic State University, now Georgia
Southern University – Armstrong Campus.
In his free time, he enjoys pouring into the lives of tomorrow’s
leaders in afterschool and mentoring programs, and says he truly has
a heart for people and a natural desire to serve the community. He
said, “My ultimate goal is to be an advocate for my community, helping
people help themselves and each other.”

Barbara L. Melvin (’92)
PROFESSIONAL
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

With so many incredibly
successful alumni, the Professional
Achievement Award is perhaps the
most competitive of all of the Alumni
Awards. To rise to the top of the list
requires extensive influence and an
established history of impact
and achievement.
The 2022 Professional Achievement Award recipient is Barbara
L. Melvin.
Melvin is currently the chief operating officer (CEO) for the South
Carolina Ports Authority (SCPA). On July 1, 2022, she became
president and CEO of South Carolina Ports — the first woman to lead a
top 10 U.S. operating container port.
During her 20-plus years with SCPA, Melvin has held several senior
leadership positions, including senior vice president of operations
and terminals and of external affairs and vice president - government

Paul (’74, ’78) And Claudia (’71, ’81, ’91) Moller
THE SWEETHEART AWARD

Georgia Southern has a long history of creating partnerships, not
only within the community, but also among students and alumni.
In many cases, these partnerships last a lifetime. The Sweetheart
Award was created to honor those alumni couples who have not
only made that commitment to each other, but who also have
continued their commitment to their alma mater.
The recipients of the 2022 Sweetheart Award are Paul and
Claudia Moller.
Paul and Claudia met in the music department of Georgia
Southern College in 1971. Claudia was a student assistant in the
music library where Paul would go to listen to band records. They
married in 1974 and taught for almost 40 years in Statesboro
at every level, from kindergarten to college. Together, they have
five degrees from Georgia Southern. After retiring, they moved
to Augusta but still keep in touch with their alma mater through
football, basketball, the Gretsch School of Music, Sigma Alpha Iota,
and the Greater Augusta Alumni Network. They jokingly tell their
friends that they bleed blue and white.
relations. Before joining the Port in 1998, she served as director of
government relations for the Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce
and as a policy analyst for the Georgia Governor’s Office of Planning
and Budget.
She is an active member of the business community, serving on
a wide range of committees and boards, including the Intermodal
Association of North America, the South Carolina Advisory Council of
the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition and the Ports Caucus Advisory
Board to name a few.
In addition to her service, she has won several awards. She was
named the 2021 South Carolina Manufacturers Alliance Woman of
the Year, 2018 ILA Woman of the Year, the Center for Women’s Most
Influential Women Wrecking Ball Award, the Charleston Women in
International Trade 2014 Woman of the Year, The Propeller Club of
Charleston and South East Region Maritime Person of the Year, the
National Transportation Week Leader of the Year and Columbia South
Carolina’s 2014 Top Women of Influence Award.
Melvin holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from Georgia
Southern University with a minor in international relations and a
Master in Business Administration in global supply chain from the
University of Tennessee Haslam School of Business.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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Lana Wachniak, Ph.D. (’73)
And William Wallace (’81)
ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD

The Alumni Service Award was created to honor the alumnus who
has made the greatest contribution to the University, whether through
philanthropy, volunteerism or both. Lana Wachniak, Ph.D., and William

Wallace were named the recipients of the Alumni Service Award
this year.
They are known as a “twofer,” — as in “two for the price of one.”
Together, they are team builders, project creators and community
supporters who work with others to bring dreams to fruition.
Wachniak and Wallace are graduates of Georgia Southern, and both
came from humble, lower-income backgrounds. Both had parents who
stressed the importance of securing degrees in higher education and
assisting others who were less fortunate, which prompted them to
devote their careers to higher education and to students in need.
Wachniak has held faculty positions in criminal justice at Georgia
Southern and Kennesaw State University. At Kennesaw State, she
created Homelessness Awareness Week and with Wallace created
the Triumph Scholarship at Kennesaw State for current or former
homeless students. Last year, they established a similar Triumph
Scholarship at Georgia Southern, where there were more than 160
applications for year two of the scholarship. This was their fourth
needs-based scholarship endowed at the two universities.
Wallace has worked in human resources at both Georgia Southern
and Kennesaw State and later served as the associate vice chancellor
for human resources at the Board of Regents for the University System
of Georgia.
Both are now retired, but have not slowed down in their
philanthropic efforts. Wachniak is a commissioner on the Regional
Commission on Homelessness and has served on the United Way
initiative allocation for homelessness committee as well as a board
member of the Cobb County United Way. Wallace is past chair of the
Cobb County United Way Board.
They are ambassadors for the Orange Duffel Bag Initiative, an
organization that assists foster and homeless children who have been
accepted into a technical college or a unit of the University System
of Georgia. In December 2015, they created and endowed a fund to
provide emergency funding for these students who incur unexpected
costs while attending college.
Today, they serve as board members for the College of Behavioral
and Social Sciences at Georgia Southern University. Their child,
Cynthia, is a social worker who has been active in working with
homeless veterans, families and mental health clients.

Ansley Booker, Ph.D. (’08)
COMMUNITY HERO AWARD

The Community Hero Award was created to pay tribute to alumni who have gone above and
beyond to improve their community at the local, regional, national or even international level.
Ansley Booker, Ph.D., is the 2022 Recipient of the Community Hero Award. 		
Booker is a native of Eatonton, Georgia, and a 2008 alumna of Georgia Southern, where
she was a Ronald E. McNair Scholar and received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology. She received
a Master of Science in Pharmacy from the University of Georgia in 2013, and her Ph.D. in
Educational Leadership from Mercer University in May 2019.
Booker was the previous director for the Mercer University Educational Opportunity Center
and is now Mercer’s inaugural director for the Office of Diversity and Inclusion Initiatives.
In addition to being a passionate scientist and educator, Booker is also an award-winning
international speaker, author and consultant. When she is not developing a STEM curriculum
for high school and collegiate students as an adjunct professor, she is serving as a mentor and
volunteer for numerous programs in the Macon and Statesboro communities. She is a co-chair
for the Georgia Southern Middle Georgia Alumni Network and a member of the Georgia
Southern Young Alumni Board. She is a proud member of the Career Women’s Network, Junior
League of Macon, and the Macon Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
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Lexie Wilbanks (’21)
OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARD

The Outstanding Senior Award has been a longstanding tradition with the Georgia Southern
Alumni Association. It is given to the graduating senior who has earned the highest GPA while
completing all academic hours at the University.
This year’s recipient is Lexie Wilbanks. She graduated summa cum laude in December 2021
with a Bachelor of Business Administration and a 4.0 grade point average. Wilbanks loved her
time at Georgia Southern. She played intramurals and was involved in many organizations on
campus including Campus Crusade for Christ, Baptist Collegiate Ministries and Reformed
University Fellowship.

Kathleen Hildreth (’90)
M1 Support Services

Leonard Bevill (’90, ’93)
Macon Occupational Medicine

Macon Occupational Medicine has been the
premiere occupational and environmental
medicine provider in central and south
Georgia since 2001. Founded by Leonard
Bevill, a 1990 and 1993 graduate of Georgia
Southern, the company provides a 24-hour
network through an affiliation with local
hospitals and urgent care facilities and uses
protocols developed to keep employees on
the job.
Twice named Business and Industry Small
Business of the Year by The Greater Macon
Chamber of Commerce and Macon Economic
Development Commission, the company is
active in the community, and has won several
awards for business practices, ethics and
contribution to economic development in
Middle Georgia. Leonard is also involved in
the community and with his alma mater. He
is the current chair of the Georgia Southern
Athletic Foundation and the co-chair of the
University’s capital campaign. He and his
family are members of the Oak Circle, the
Athletic Foundation’s highest-level
giving society.

M1 Support Services was co-founded in 2003
by alumna Kathleen Hildreth, a 1990 graduate
of Georgia Southern, to provide professional
and technical services to federal government
agencies. It has now grown to more than
7,000 employees worldwide. M1 stands for
“mission first” and provides services for all
branches of the Department of Defense,
including the Veterans Administration, NASA,
Federal Aviation Administration and the IRS
to name a few. Throughout her 39-year career,
Hildreth has been a pioneer and leader.
She served in the U.S. Army as an aviation
maintenance officer and maintenance test
pilot and is an FAA commercial helicopter
pilot. In June 2019, she was the first veteran
named as one of America’s most successful
business women on Forbes’ list of America’s
Richest Self-Made Women, and was also cited
on the 2020 and 2021 lists.

Joi Fairell (’07)
The Fairell Firm

The Fairell Firm is an
Atlanta-based law firm that
specializes in family law and
personal injury law. Founded
in 2011 by Joi Fairell, a 2007
graduate of Georgia Southern,
the firm is built solidly on
four core values: service,
knowledge, quality and
results. In 2019, Fairell was
named one of the 10
best attorneys for client
satisfaction by the American
Institute of Family Law
Attorneys.
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CHRONICLES
ALUMNUS SELECTED TO LEAD STATE’S HIGHEST COURT
Presiding Justice Michael Boggs
(’85) took over as Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Georgia
in July. The justices on the state’s
highest court unanimously selected
him as the next leader of the state’s
judicial system. He succeeded
Chief Justice David Nahmias, who
left the court on July 17.
“I’m honored to have been selected
by my colleagues as Chief Justice,
and I am especially grateful for
the leadership provided by my
predecessors, Chief Justices David
Nahmias and Harold Melton,
during very challenging times,” said Boggs. “Our Court remains one of
the busiest and most productive state supreme courts in the nation,
and I look forward to continuing the role of the Court in providing
legal opinions that are faithful to the rule of law and that provide
clear guidance to the bench and bar. I remain so very appreciative
of my family and friends in south Georgia who have supported me
throughout my entire judicial career.”
The chief justice speaks for the high court and the entire state
judiciary and presides over the court’s oral arguments and deliberation
of cases. The chief justice also chairs the Georgia Judicial Council,
which makes policy for the judicial branch. Boggs has served on the
state Supreme Court since his appointment by former Gov. Nathan
Deal in 2016. He then won a statewide election to a six-year term in
2018. He previously served on the state Court of Appeals, and as a
superior court judge in his hometown of Waycross, Georgia, where he
founded that circuit’s drug court program. Prior to his judicial service,
Boggs served in the Georgia General Assembly for two terms. He
currently chairs the Judicial Council of Georgia’s Ad Hoc Committee
on American Rescue Plan Act Funding and serves on Gov. Brian
Kemp’s Judicial Nominating Commission and the Georgia Behavioral
Health Reform and Innovation Commission, where he chairs the
Mental Health Courts and Corrections Subcommittee.
Hoyt Canady, Ph.D., (’65, ’70) received the 2020-21 Distinguished
Adjunct Faculty Member Award from Walters State Community
College in Morristown, Tennessee. Canady taught American and world
history at the college from 2010 to 2021. His teaching career came
after 30-plus years of journalism, retiring as editorial page editor of
the Knoxville News Sentinel in 2010.
Doug Lambert (’71) was named 2022 Citizen of the Year by the Rotary
Club of Statesboro and the Downtown Rotary Club of Statesboro. He
has been a leader in the hospitality industry for more than 50 years
and was recognized for his contributions to the community. A founding
member and charter president of the Statesboro Convention and
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Visitors Bureau, he chairs the academic advisory council for Georgia
Southern University’s hotel and restaurant management program and
is an active supporter of the university through its foundation and
athletic foundation.
Keith Hammond (’83) is an inaugural recipient of the Georgia High
School Association (GHSA) Contributor to the Cause in Officiating
Award. The award is based on contributions in recruiting, training,
mentoring and the retention of GHSA contest officials. Hammond just
completed his 39th year as a GHSA official.
Don Ahearn (’85) has joined Locus Technologies as vice president of
business development. The firm is an industry leader in environmental
compliance and ESG software.
Judge Ronnie Thompson (’87) has been named the fourth superior
court judge in the Ogeechee Judicial Circuit. The position was
created during the 2020 session of the Georgia General Assembly.
Prior to this appointment, Thompson served as a state court judge in
Effingham since he was elected in 2002.
Jacqueline Brown-Pinkney (’93, ’04, ’06, ’15) was recognized as the
2022 School Social Worker of the Year for the State of Georgia at
the School Social Workers Association of Georgia spring conference.
She serves as both a school social worker and the district homeless
liaison for the Effingham County School District. In addition to that
achievement, Brown-Pinkney was elected and sworn in as the 20222023 president of the School Social Workers Association of Georgia.
Jacob Warren, Ph.D., (’02, ’03, ’16) has been named the dean of
the University of Wyoming College of Health Sciences. In 2016,
the alumnus received the Outstanding Researcher of the Year and
Outstanding Program of the Year awards from the National Rural
Health Association. Earlier in his career, he served as an assistant
professor of epidemiology at Georgia Southern and was the joint
director of the Rural Health Research Institute.
Paul Geisler, Ed.D., (’04) has been appointed associate dean of health
sciences and professor of health professions education in the College
of Natural, Behavioral and Health Sciences at Simmons University in
Boston.
Michal Anderson (’07, ’10), a district sales manager for Cambria, was
named to the company’s 2021 President’s Circle. The family-owned
company produces American-made quartz surfaces. This is the third
time she has been named to the circle.
Bret Danilowicz, Ph.D., (’12) has been named Radford University’s
eighth president, effective July 1. He served as the dean of Georgia
Southern’s College of Science and Technology from 2004 to 2012.
Kimeko McCoy (’14) senior marketing reporter for the online trade
magazine Digiday won the Women in Marketing Storyteller of the Year
Award. It is given to reporters who cover the marketing industry with
intelligence, thoroughness and excellence.

ALUMNI
EVENTS

COLLEGIATE 100 ALUMNI

Alumni from the Collegiate 100, an Armstrong Campus student organization chartered under
a local chapter by the 100 Black Men of America, came back to the Armstrong Campus for
Alumni Weekend, April 22-24, to celebrate 13 years of impact on young Black men. The
weekend kicked off with an alumni-led panel on career fields for students and then put their
leadership into action with a community service project. The event concluded with a black-tie
dinner, held in celebration of the successes of the current Armstrong chapter.

Save these
True Blue Dates:
True Blue Tailgate @ UAB — Sept. 17
Homecoming — Sept. 23-24
True Blue Tailgate @ Ga State — Oct. 8
1906 Society Event — Oct. 14

WINE AND
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Greater Augusta Alumni Network Wine
and Scholarship Event was held on Thursday,
March 24, at The Foundry at Rae's Creek in
Augusta and attended by nearly 150 alumni.
The event was held to raise funds for the
recently created Central Savannah River Area
(CSRA) Alumni Scholarship. Once endowed,
the scholarship will be awarded to a student
from the CSRA area. Alumni enjoyed wine
tasting led by local wine columnist and blogger
Dennis Sodomka, hors d'oeuvres from Roux's
Catering along with a silent auction and live
auction led by alumnus Alex Grovenstein (’02).
The evening was highlighted by remarks from
President Marrero.

ALL IN AT SOUTHERN ROYALE

Atlanta area alumni donned their Vegas chic and went "all in" at Mercedes-Benz Stadium on
Feb. 25 for “Southern Royale.” As the outside of the stadium was lit up in blue and white,
around 260 alumni enjoyed a private Georgia Southern event in the Delta Club with casino
entertainment games throughout the evening. The event was sponsored by alumni-owned
businesses Capital City Public Affairs, Macon Occupational Medicine and the Michael C.
Gibbs Agency.
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MANUFACTURING TALENT

Crider Gift Launches New Advanced
Processing Research Network at Georgia Southern
Near the end of World War II, William Ahtee Crider and his wife
Emma Lou started a tiny fish and chicken processing market in
Douglas, Georgia. Everything was done by hand, including plucking
the chickens.
Fast forward to 2022.
Still family owned and headed by Billy Crider Jr. and Bill Crider III
(’96), the enterprise, now located in Stillmore, Georgia, is a technologyforward, world-wide market leader of shelf-stable and fully cooked
chicken and other proteins. Crider products are distributed globally
as private-label goods by brands such as Costco, Publix, Walmart and
Swanson for companies in places like Asia and Central and South
America.
As the Criders have seen their business grow through automation
technology, the need for talented engineers to program and maintain
that technology has grown with it.

“We were recruiting nationwide, but then we thought, why are we
going so far out looking for talent when we've got such an opportunity
right here with Georgia Southern?” asked Bill Crider III.
The Criders believe Georgia Southern holds the key to finding the
talent they need locally.
Toward that end, Crider, Inc. donated $1 million to Georgia
Southern’s Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Computing to
develop the Advanced Processing Research Network (APRN).
The Criders made their gift announcement at the Engineering
Research Building on the Statesboro Campus surrounded by robots
and robotic imaging devices.
“We wanted to help develop a program that will produce more of the
fantastic engineering talent we’ve already been getting from Georgia
Southern and help the University become a source of engineering
talent for the entire Southeast,” said Crider III.

Billy Crider Jr. surrounded by some Georgia Southern graduate employees. Photos by Jonathan Chick.
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Bill Crider III (left) and Billy Crider Jr. (right) inspect automation equipment at the Engineering and Research Building.

The Criders’ donation will provide the foundation for APRN graduate
and undergraduate scholarships, more faculty support, state-of-the-art
equipment and software, and will involve students and faculty from
departments across the college.
“This gift will help apply and develop technology to solve problems due
to labor shortages, processing inefficiencies and supply chain disruptions
while establishing an experienced high-tech workforce in southeast
Georgia,” said Mohammad Davoud, Ph.D., P.E., dean of the Allen E.
Paulson College of Engineering and Computing.
“This gift will also help solve the engineering talent needs of our region
and provide outstanding engineering career opportunities locally,” said
Georgia Southern President Kyle Marrero.
Plans for the APRN include the exchange of ideas between Crider,
Inc. and the University regarding processing equipment and operations,
student and faculty research at the Crider facility, internships/co-op
opportunities and many more joint projects.
Now, Crider employs more than 20 Georgia Southern graduates in all
areas of their state-of-the- art processing facility and is always seeking more.

“Just the fantastic work ethic, fitting into our culture of caring and
honest conversation, telling us what they see and what they think,” said
Crider III. “We’re getting bigger and better because of what they’re doing.''
“When we saw the quality of the Georgia Southern graduates we were
getting, we knew we had to get more to better enable us to compete all
over the world,” said Billy Crider Jr.
The Crider motto is “feeding families” and it’s not just a slogan. They
like to fly under the radar for their altruism, but they often give back to
communities near and far — whether it’s donating protein to the children
of Peru or sending free canned chicken to help offset shortages caused by
the COVID pandemic in Native American reservations in Arizona. It’s a
feeling that runs deep at Crider.
“You know, we never lose focus on what's important and we couldn't do
this without our team members,” said Bill Crider III. “But to me, this gift is
more about Georgia Southern and what they're doing. We just happen to
be able to be a part of it in a small way.”
— Liz Walker
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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Georgia Southern breaks ground on the new indoor practice facility. (Pictured are L to R): Mike Sanders, chairman of the Georgia Southern Foundation Board; C.
Everett Kennedy III, Board of Regents, University System of Georgia; Leonard Bevill, chairman of the Georgia Southern Athletic Foundation; Natalie Powlas; Anthony
P. Tippins, lead donor, and former chairman, Georgia Southern Athletic Foundation Board; Georgia Southern President Kyle Marrero; Jared Benko, Georgia Southern
Director of Athletics; Clay Helton, Georgia Southern Football Head Coach; Megan Przybysz, member of the Eagles women's soccer team; and Sharon Perkins,
Georgia Southern Softball Head Coach. Photo by Jonathan Chick

EAGLES BREAK
GROUND ON NEW
PRACTICE FACILITY
Anthony P. Tippins Family Gives Largest Gift
in Athletics History
Groundbreaking was held April 23 for the $12.3 million Anthony P.
Tippins Family Indoor Practice Facility prior to the annual Blue vs.
White Spring Football Game. Being built adjacent to Allen E. Paulson
Stadium, the facility will benefit all 17 NCAA-sponsored athletic
programs and expand revenue opportunities through tailgating suites
and other game day-related activities.
“The Anthony P. Tippins Family Indoor Practice Facility fulfills a
critical need for our athletic department," Georgia Southern Director
of Athletics Jared Benko said. "Inclement weather currently inhibits
our ability to fully practice and prepare for competitions. Additionally,
the facility provides our student-athletes, coaches and staff the ability
to escape the sunlight and extreme heart during the summer months.”
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The Indoor Practice Facility will include a 91,300-square-foot
practice area, fully-covered 120-yard regulation football field and
an approximately 30-yard practice area for supplemental drills. An
advanced netting system will further enhance training opportunities
for student-athletes, particularly football, baseball, softball, men's
soccer, women's soccer and women's track and field.
Eagles fans will benefit, too. The north and south sides of the
structure will be outfitted with game-day tailgating suites. Some
southside suites are positioned to have a close-up view of the pregame
Eagle Walk, and turnkey tailgating will be introduced on the practice
field for the 2023 football season.

Couple Give $1
Million in Honor of
Late Spouses

Anthony Tippins (center-right, waving) and his family. Photo by AJ Henderson.

Anthony P. Tippins and his family donated the lead gift for the facility — the largest gift
ever committed to Georgia Southern Athletics. Remaining costs will be covered through
fundraising and donations.
"Georgia Southern has meant so much to my family and me, and we saw an opportunity
to give back and make a positive impact," Tippins said. "We look forward to seeing the
exciting changes this gift will bring."
This transformational gift puts Anthony Tippins in the prestigious Oak Circle, the highest
level of recognition in the Georgia Southern Athletic Foundation.

To see video renderings of the new facility, use your mobile
camera to visit this link.

Dennard and Wanda Scoggins have made a $1 million
donation to the Plaza at the new practice facility as
part of the Anthony P. Tippins Indoor Practice Facility
project. Pending approval from the Board of Regents,
the couple will name the Parrish-Scoggins Donor
Recognition Plaza in memory of their late spouses
Patricia Griffin Scoggins and Dan J. Parrish Jr.
"When approached about giving for this project,
the idea of naming the Plaza that serves as the main
entrance for the fans appealed to Dennard and me,"
Wanda said. "That entrance area will celebrate the
lives of Dan and Pat but will also celebrate all the
great memories that Eagle fans have had at Paulson
Stadium over the years. It will also allow us to
recognize donors who have given significantly to the
football program over the years. "
"We love Georgia Southern and don't take its
history and traditions lightly," Dennard said.
The couple met for the first time in an English
classroom at Georgia Southern in 1960. They
dated for about two years then moved on and lived
separate lives. After Pat and Dan died, Wanda and
Dennard reconnected over their love of Georgia
Southern football. During the home opener for the
2019 Georgia Southern football season, Scoggins
proposed to Parrish on Glenn Bryant Field at Paulson
Stadium, asking for the approval of Eagle Nation.
They tied the knot that October on the top step of
the administration building on Sweetheart Circle
where they first met.
They call Metter home but return to Statesboro
often for Eagle sporting events. The couple believes
that although their lives have come full circle, that
circle is open-ended to embrace all of Eagle Nation.
Parrish, the original secretary for the Southern
Boosters and the first woman to serve as the Georgia
Southern Athletic Foundation chair, was inducted
into the Georgia Southern Athletics Hall of Fame
in 2016. Scoggins was the head of school, athletics
director and head coach for two football and track
state championships at Tiftarea Academy in Tifton,
Georgia, and retired as an administrator with Bibb
County Public Schools.
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN
RECOGNIZES
EXEMPLARY DONORS AT
2022 Gratitude Gala
Georgia Southern University hosted its annual Gratitude Gala to recognize key donors for their longtime support of institutional initiatives.
The event was held on April 1 at the JW Marriott Plant Riverside in Savannah where honorees were presented with awards.
“The Gratitude Gala is a chance for us to celebrate you,” Trip Addison, vice president for University Advancement, said to the group. “Each
one of you has gone above and beyond in your support of the University, and for each student who is chasing an incredible dream, your
support is helping them to take hold of it. Because of supporters like you, more than $3 million in scholarships were awarded this year.”
The 2022 recipients are:

2022 PRESIDENT’S
VISIONARY AWARD
Karl E. Peace

Karl E. Peace, Ph.D., grew up humbly in southwest Georgia and worked seven
part-time jobs to help fund his college education at Georgia Southern. His
story is one of perseverance and determination and he has made it a mission
to give back.
After graduating from Georgia Southern in 1963, Peace received a Ph.D. in
biostatistics and made his mark in the pharmaceutical industry. Discouraged by the
lack of public health programs in the state of Georgia, Peace named and endowed
the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health (JPHCOPH) after his late wife.
Through the years, Peace has endowed numerous scholarships to help recruit
outstanding students to the University. He created the Karl E. Peace Center
for Biostatistics on campus, along with JPHCOPH faculty chair positions and
graduate assistantships. He also established scholarships for students from
Baker County, where he grew up, so they can experience similar opportunities
that led him to a stellar career. In total, Peace has created 14 endowed funds
at Georgia Southern that generate more than $200,000 annually for the
University.
Georgia Southern honored Karl E. Peace for his lifetime support and
transformational giving to the University with the President’s Visionary Award.
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2022 PRESIDENT’S
INNOVATOR AWARD
Paul and Elizabeth Gillespie

Paul, a 1974 graduate of health and physical
education, and his wife, Elizabeth, have led
the way in providing funding for various
areas of need throughout the campus.
Their first major gift was a gift in honor of
Elizabeth’s father when they established the
Robert S. Haywood Family Scholarship. The
scholarship helped children of former Army
Rangers attend Georgia Southern. Throughout
the years, they have endowed scholarships for
the University’s Performing Arts Center and
Honors College, have established scholarships
for University Athletics and provided funding
to support their move to Division I. Most
recently, they assisted with funding for the
Anthony P. Tippins Family Indoor Practice
Facility.
Georgia Southern honored Paul and
Elizabeth Gillespie for their True Blue Spirit
with the President’s Innovator Award.

2022 PRESIDENT’S
AMBASSADOR AWARD
Ronald and Rebecca Tiller

Ronald (Ron) Tiller, a 1968 College of
Business graduate, has been instrumental
in the Parker College of Business “Building
a Legacy” campaign while Rebecca (Becky)
Tiller, a 1969 sociology graduate, provides
funding for annual scholarships in the
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences for
sociology students.
Both are also avid supporters of University
Athletics as “Transition 20” members,
offering support to Eagles’ football. In
addition, the Tillers invested in the new Jack
and Ruth Ann Hill Convocation Center
and the Anthony P. Tippins Family Indoor
Practice Facility.
Georgia Southern honored Ron and Becky
Tiller with the President’s Ambassador
Award for their unwavering support of
Georgia Southern academics and athletics.

2022 LEGACY AWARD
Billy and JoAnn Hickman

Billy and JoAnn Hickman, both 1974
graduates, have been loyal supporters of
Georgia Southern for more than 50 years.
Billy graduated with a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree in accounting and
has been a partner with Dabbs, Hickman,
Hill and Cannon, LLP, since 1984. He
successfully ran for state senate to fill the
position left vacant after Jack Hill’s untimely
death in 2020. JoAnn spent her career in
education.
Billy and JoAnn endowed the Billy and
JoAnn Hickman Master of Accounting
Scholarship, which awards outstanding
students pursuing a graduate degree in
accounting.
The Hickmans also established a deferred
gift commitment in 2016 to provide funding
for a Chair in Accounting that allows the
school to recruit and retain top talent for
educating our future accountants.
Georgia Southern honored Billy and
JoAnn with the 2022 Legacy Award for their
many years of giving and for their deferred
charitable commitment to the Parker College
of Business and the School of Accountancy.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN
REMEMBERS FORMER
GEORGIA FIRST LADY
BETTY FOY SANDERS
Georgia Southern University lost a devoted and
cherished supporter with the death of former Georgia
first lady Betty Foy Sanders.
An accomplished artist, Sanders had a lifelong
interest in arts education and in Georgia Southern.
She leaves behind her own artwork as well as the Betty
Foy Sanders Georgia Artists Collection, an assemblage
of talented artists from across the state, which is on
permanent display at the Center for Art and Theatre on
the Statesboro Campus.
“Mrs. Sanders' legacy is one of generosity and caring
for a lifelong pursuit of creativity,” said Jeff Garland,
chair of the Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art
(BFSDoArt). “She cared that the next generation would
engage in the world through art and provided the means
to make this happen. Mrs. Sanders' generous spirit
could be seen in the works, many of her own, found
throughout the Center for Art and Theatre. She shared
the Georgia Artists collection in the hope to connect
more students to the creative tenacity found in the
residents all over Georgia.”
Sanders was born into one of Bulloch County’s
founding families. She studied for a year at Georgia
Southern before transferring to the University of
Georgia where she met her husband, former Gov. Carl
Sanders. When he was in office from 1963 to 1967, she
dedicated her efforts toward the construction of several
fine arts buildings in the University System of Georgia.
One of those was the Foy Fine Arts Building on Georgia
Southern’s campus, named for her father, J.P. Foy.
“As an artist and prominent woman in Georgia
society, Betty Foy Sanders understood the importance
of supporting the arts,” said John Kraft, Ph.D., interim
dean of the Georgia Southern College of Arts and
Humanities. “Her artistic and philanthropic legacy lives
on with every Georgia Southern student and faculty
member in the Department of Art that bears her name.
I wish I had the opportunity to thank her again for her
love of the Georgia Southern arts program and her farreaching contributions to the state of Georgia.”
Her paintings are found in museums, corporations
and private collections around the South, including
the Georgia Governor’s Mansion. For many years,
the advocate for the advancement of the arts and art
education quietly supported students in the BFSDoArt
providing scholarships, equipment and other financial
support, including a $500,000 gift from the estate of
her late husband to the art department in 2015.
“Mrs. Sanders shared her love for art but more
importantly her love of learning,” said Garland. “She
always talked about how learning happens beyond the
58

GEORGIA SOUTHERN

FA L L 2 0 2 2

I remember when I first met Mrs. Sanders. After about 15 minutes, I felt that I had
known her my whole life. She could discuss anything and always had an opinion on
each subject. Mrs. Sanders ability to connect with the people around her and share in
their stories was unmatched. We sat down for lunch and she served us a traditional
southern lunch with fried chicken and sweet tea. The setting was very formal so Mrs.
Sanders saw me hesitate as the chicken was served and leaned over with a smile and
said, we eat chicken with our hands. Somehow, she knew I was contemplating that
fact, and I was. She made me feel at ease and I truly enjoyed Mrs. Sanders' humor and
the conversation never faded. I had many conversations with Mrs. Sanders over the
four years I knew her and they were always as lively and vibrant as the first.

— Jeff Garland
classroom and placed a high value on travel to engage with art as well as learning
about the rich history of the state she loved so dearly, Georgia. Mrs. Sanders provided
this opportunity for students to learn through travel with scholarships and a recently
purchased bus. Her recent “doodles” were the inspiration for the decoration on the
bus and demonstrated her commitment to continuing to grow as an artist.”
Sanders was 95-years-old at the time of her death, and left an impression on
everyone she met.
“Many know her as a former first lady to Georgia's 74th governor, Carl Edward
Sanders Sr., but I knew her as a friend, longtime supporter, and namesake to the
Georgia Southern Department of Art,” said Georgia Southern President Kyle
Marrero. “I was blessed to meet with her several times, and as many around her
know, once you spend some time with Betty Foy Sanders, you never forget her
spark, passion and love for art.”

IN MEMORIAM

1930s
Charles Waldrop Jr. (’39)
of Savannah passed away
Oct. 20, 2021, at age
102. The 1939 Armstrong
Junior College graduate
served four years in the
U.S. Army and spent 18
months in the European
Theatre with the Eighth
Air Force during World
War II. A registered
pharmacist for 50 years,
he co-owned Crumbley's
Pharmacy.
1940s
Kate Kennedy Pate
(’49) of Statesboro died
Nov. 18, 2021, at age 92.
A teacher for several
years, she returned to
Georgia Southern as an
employee in the film
library department.
She later transferred to
the Registrar's Office
as assistant to the
registrar where she was
affectionately known as
the "Graduation Lady."
1950s
Willard “Muff” Martin
(’54) of Americus,
Georgia, died Feb. 8.
2021, in Albany, Georgia,
at age 88. He served
two years in the U.S.
Army and later had a
34-year career with the
Department of Defense
in Warner Robins,
Georgia.
Hudson Ayers (’58) of
Lake City, Florida, died
Dec. 3, 2021. During his
career, he worked as a
school psychologist with
the Columbia County
Florida school system.

Jean Brown Lambert
(’54) of Warner Robins
and Bonaire, Georgia,
died Dec. 6, 2021, in
hospice care. She had a
long career as a teacher
and principal. She
served as the first female
president of the Houston
County Association
of Educators and was
inducted into the
Houston County Teacher
Hall of Fame in 2009.
Paul Kerr (’54), a retired
U.S. Army major in
Hinesville, Georgia,
passed away on Dec. 20,
2021, in hospice care.
During his distinguished
career, he served two
tours in Korea and
two tours in Vietnam
where he was awarded
four Bronze Stars and
a Purple Heart. After
retiring from the Army,
he owned several
businesses and became a
master gardener.
Tallulah Lester Peterson
(’52) of Roanoke,
Virginia, passed
away Jan. 3, 2022. A
teacher in Savannah
for several years, she
moved to Roanoke after
her marriage and for
many years, served as
a substitute teacher in
Roanoke City, Roanoke
County and Salem Public
Schools.
Elizabeth South Penney
(’59) of Augusta, Georgia,
was surrounded by her
family when she passed
away on Jan. 5, 2022.
The lifelong educator
spent many years as
a physical education

teacher at Butler High
School and finished
her career as a media
specialist.
Evanthia "Eva"
Karatassos Dukakis
(’54) a longtime
resident of Chelmsford,
Massachusetts, passed
away peacefully Jan. 9,
2022, at age 86. The
Armstrong graduate
was a home economics
teacher in Savannah and
for many years in Lowell,
Massachusetts.
Mims Edward "Ed"
Mitchell (’53) of
Chattanooga, Tennessee,
passed away Feb. 13,
2022. The U.S. Army
veteran had a 26-year
career with Provident
Insurance followed by 17
years with Chick-fil-A.
Martha Brantley Bacon
(’59) of Statesboro died
peacefully at home on
Feb. 20, 2022, after a
battle against Parkinson’s
disease. She was a coowner of the Plunderosa
vintage and antique shop
for almost 20 years. She
was also very active in
the Georgia Southern
Alumni Association,
serving on its board of
directors for six years.
Milton Norras (’57) of
Blackshear, Georgia,
passed away March
3, 2022, at age 87.
Affectionately known as
“The Band Man,” he had
a 30-plus year career
as a band director and
social sciences teacher.
He spent most of his

career working for the
Pierce County Board of
Education.
Shirley Hanson
Overstreet (’55) of
Avondale Estates,
Georgia, died March 4,
2022, at age 87. She
was a devoted wife and
mother.
James "Don" Avery
(’58) of Elberton,
Georgia, passed away
March 17, 2022, at an
assisted living facility
in Athens, Georgia. He
retired as a major in the
U.S. Marine Corps. His
wife Linda also attended
Georgia Southern and
both were active in the
50s alumni group and
T-Club activities. She
died a month before he
passed away.
Sandra Hanson Griffin
(’59) of Augusta and
Decatur, Georgia,
passed away at home
on April 15, 2022. She
retired after 30 years
of teaching, mostly 3rd
grade, at National Hills
Elementary School.
1960s
Judith Habas Harrison
(’61) died March 3, 2021,
at her home in Atlanta.
She enjoyed employment
with the Archdiocese of
Atlanta for many years
as a school cafeteria
manager and as a
school receptionist. She
loved and was loved by
generations of children.

Dianne Branch Clark
(’67) of McRae, Georgia,
died March 5, 2021,
in hospice care. She
was a retired principal
with Wayne County
School Systems and
was an active member
of the Retired Teachers
Association.
David Varnedoe Sr. (’66)
of Hinesville, Georgia,
was surrounded by family
when he died July 19,
2021. He had an early
career as a high school
science teacher but later
became an employee at
Hinesville Bank. After
32 years of service,
he retired as its vice
president of regulatory
compliance.
John Norman Howard
III (’69) of Savannah was
surrounded by family
when he died on Nov. 26,
2021. The U.S. Marine
Corps veteran had a
44-year career with the
chemicals company,
Natrochem Inc., retiring
as CEO of the company.
He was active in the
Rotary Club of Savannah
West and several bowling
associations, which
included the Southeast
Bowling Association,
the Georgia Bowling
Association and the
Savannah Bowling
Association. He was
inducted into the Halls
of Fame of each of those
organizations.
Barbara Mills Newton
(’61) of Atlanta died
Dec. 22, 2021, less
than two weeks after
the passing of her
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husband Gene Newton,
a Statesboro native. She
began her career with
the Southern Regional
Education Board and
then transitioned to a
career at a legal services
firm and finally worked
as the legal assistant for
Superior Court Judge
Wendy Shoob before
retiring in 2015.
John D. Shuman (’65)
of Reidsville, Georgia,
passed away at home
Jan. 2, 2022, in hospice
care. He served in the
U.S. Army and later
worked for 34 years in
the Georgia Department
of Juvenile Justice. The
pecan and pine tree
producer also served
16 years as a Tattnall
County commissioner.
Richard Murray Sr. (’66)
of Hilton Head Island,
South Carolina, died
on Jan. 4, 2022, from
complications related
to a heart condition.
He had a career in the
retail industry as a buyer,
manager, and owner of
a men’s clothing store,
two children’s clothing
stores and a gift store. He
later began a real estate
career as the founding
partner of a realty
company. He served as
president of the Hilton
Head Association of
Realtors and on the
Association Board. The
alumnus also served
on the trustee board of
the Georgia Southern
University Foundation.
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Wendell West (’63) of
Metter, Georgia, died
Jan. 5, 2022, at home
following a battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.
During his career, he
worked at Equifax, was
an engineer for the City
of Savannah, and was
the director of personnel
at Candler General
Hospital. He served
for a decade on the
Candler County Board of
Education.
Arthur Linton "A.L."
Freeland (’68,’72) passed
away on Jan. 8, 2022, at
his residence in Sylvania,
Georgia. The veteran
teacher and principal
left his mark in Screven
County as the principal
of Central Middle School.
An advocate for teachers,
he is remembered for the
creation of the "A Walk
Through Time" living
history project, which
garnered accolades from
the National Middle
School Association and
later served as a model
for other schools.
John Wesley Bowen Sr.
(’69) of Kathleen,
Georgia, died in hospice
care on Feb. 4, 2022. He
had a long career with
AT&T where he served
as manager of the Y2K
project for Southern Bell.
Bruce Brumfield, DBA
(’69,’70) of Haddock,
Georgia, passed away
on Feb. 5, 2022. He
chaired the business
administration
department at Jackson
State University and
spent most of his career
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as a professor and
director of graduate
studies in business at
Georgia College and State
University. He pastored
the historic Methodist
church in Bolingbroke
for over 30 years and his
collection of early Disney
memorabilia was featured
in several news articles
and a television show.
Carolyn Dent O’Neal
(’65) of New Braunfels,
Texas, died Feb. 13,
2022, at age 78. She
taught school for 28
years. During her
family’s military service,
they were stationed at
Ft. Benning, Georgia,
Ft. Hood, Texas, and
Freidberg, Germany.
Brooks Buford Deal
(’65) of Statesboro
passed away Feb. 16,
2022, in hospice care
after battling a lung
condition. He had a
passion for teaching
people his knowledge
of printing and retired
as a high school
technical educator in
Lawrenceville, Georgia.
He also operated a
printing company for
18 years.
Lenecia Bruce (’68)
of Atlanta died Feb.
20, 2022, at age 99.
During World War II,
she was an air traffic
communications
specialist at the old
Hartsfield Airport in
Atlanta and at the airport
in Bristol, Tennessee.
She lived many years
in Savannah where she
returned to college

at Armstrong for her
bachelor’s degree.
She joined the League
of Women Voters in
Savannah in 1963 and
later worked for the
Georgia League of
Women Voters where
she wrote numerous
historical and policy
reports for the League. In
her mid-80s, the voting
rights activist continued
to volunteer for the
DeKalb County League
and received an award
for her years of service
to the voters of DeKalb
County.
Sammy Lee Andrews
Sr. (’63) of Fayetteville,
Georgia, passed away
Feb. 24, 2022. He served
in the U.S. Army for five
years and was a teacher,
coach and business
owner. He was a member
of the Georgia Southern
gymnastic team.
Terry Norman (’67) of
Hanover, Virginia, was
surrounded by family
when he died March
17, 2022. He retired
from IBM after 30 years
of service, then had a
20-plus-year career in
the insurance industry.
1970s
Rozan Baldwin Gerken
(’75) of Savannah died
June 16, 2020, at age 90.
The longtime educator
retired after 30 years as a
4th-grade teacher at Julia
P. Bryant Elementary
School in Statesboro.

Theresa Nelson
Williamson (’77) of
Sycamore, Georgia,
passed away March 5,
2021. The educational
specialist retired from
the Turner County Board
of Education where she
touched the lives of
many students for 37
years in her role as an
educational specialist
and FCCLA advisor.
John (Jack) Lauder
(’78) of Thomasville,
Georgia, passed away at
home Nov. 30, 2021. He
had a wide and varied
assortment of passions
and interests through
the years, including
waterskiing, boating,
snow skiing and his
all-time favorites, scuba
diving and traveling.
Arline Puckett Patterson
(’78) of San Antonio,
Texas, died Dec. 10,
2021, after a bout with
pancreatic cancer. She
was an elementary
school teacher for many
years but found her true
path in teaching adults.
She was the manager of
the first Adult Learning
Lab in Savannah and
later assembled a team
of outstanding women
to strengthen the adult/
community education
program for a San
Antonio school district,
which gained national
recognition for its
excellence.
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Vivian "Vicki" Sullins
Kline Hunter (’76) of
Brunswick, Georgia,
passed away Dec. 27,
2021, two months short
of her 78th birthday.
She was a teacher for
23 years in the English
department at Glynn
Academy.
Madge Jones Comer
(’79,’90) of Brunswick,
Georgia, died at home on
Jan. 12, 2022, one day
after her 86th birthday.
She taught middle
school in the Glynn
County school system
for over 30 years before
retirement.
Lana Funderburke
McCarthy (’74) passed
away Jan. 14, 2022, in
Savannah under hospice
care. She taught in the
Chatham County School
System for 31 years.
She always believed
teaching was her greatest
achievement and kept
track of many of her
students through the years.
Myrtle Leigh Collins
Kennedy (’74) of
Brooklet, Georgia,
died Jan. 17, 2022, at
East Georgia Regional
Medical Center. She
was employed for many
years with Savannah area
hospitals and Bulloch
Memorial Hospital as a
registered nurse.
Donna Langford
(’73) of Brunswick,
Georgia, passed away
unexpectedly in her
sleep on Jan. 20, 2022.
A CPA, she opened her

own public accounting
firm and was a managing
real estate broker.

later became a freelance
journalist and a radio
announcer.

Anne Hood Cooper
(’74) of Concord, North
Carolina, passed away in
the hospital on Jan. 23,
2022. A realtor for more
than 30 years, she served
clients in Durham and
Orange County, North
Carolina.

Debra Smith Pease (’78)
of Statesboro passed
away March 4, 2022,
after a brief illness.
She was a teacher in
schools in Statesboro
and Claxton, Georgia.
She also had a leather
shop in Statesboro where
she created and sold
beautiful pieces such
as saddles and tack.
She was very involved
in the Kiwanis Club of
Statesboro, where she
played a key role in
the fair and livestock
program. She also was
the first woman to chair
the fair.

Charles Hunter Warner
Jr. (’77) of Savannah was
surrounded by loved
ones when he died Jan.
25, 2022. The U.S. Navy
veteran had a long career
working in the railroad
industry. He retired as
a CSX executive sales
manager after 44 years
and then began a new
chapter in his career with
American Port Services.
He was a past president
of the Transportation
Club of Savannah and
past president of the
local CSX Railroad credit
union.
Gary Oglesby (’79)
of Statesboro died
peacefully in hospice
care on Jan. 28, 2022.
The Vietnam War veteran
retired from the Georgia
State Patrol after serving
more than 20 years. He
enjoyed spending time
with his family, cruising
in his classic cars,
fishing and serving his
community.
Jim Rickenbacker (’78)
of Winter Park, Florida,
died suddenly and
unexpectedly, Feb. 25,
2022. For several years
Jim was a reporter for
the Orlando Sentinel and

Colleen Sanders (’72)
of Statesboro passed
away March 7, 2022. She
retired as an executive
with AT&T in order
to fulfill her lifelong
dream of serving in the
Peace Corps. She had
teaching assignments
in Bulgaria and in
Romania and was active
in many other serviceoriented and educational
organizations.
John Pafford Sr. (’75,’83),
of Brunswick, Georgia,
passed away at his home
on March 13, 2022.
The U.S. Army veteran
served a tour of duty in
Vietnam before earning
a bachelor’s degree at
Georgia Southern. He
had a 34-year career as a
marine biologist with the
Georgia Department of
Natural Resources.

Bradford James (’71) of
Stockbridge, Georgia,
passed away on March
28, 2022. He had a long
career as a principal with
the Henry County Board
of Education.
1980s
Bradley Bowen (’89)
of Jacksonville Beach,
Florida, passed away
hunting red stag in the
Highlands of Scotland
on Oct. 13, 2021. He
worked in the greater
Jacksonville area as
a superintendent and
project manager in
commercial construction
for eight years, prior
to starting his own
construction company.
He played football under
Coach Erk Russell.
Shannon Smith (’85) of
Flowery Branch, Georgia,
died at home Dec. 6,
2021. She worked for
KPMG in New York City
where she experienced
both 9/11 and Hurricane
Sandy.
Karen Glover Martin
(’86) of Statesboro died
Jan. 1, 2022, following
an extended illness.
She spent more than 20
years teaching at Stilson
Elementary where she
earned the distinguished
Teacher of the Year
Award.
James Bird III
(’81) of Tullahoma,
Tennessee, passed away
unexpectedly at his
residence on Feb. 6,
2022. An avid reader
and researcher, he held

various positions in
communications and
edited medical journals.
The Rev. Remer "Brad"
Brady III (’81) died at
home Feb. 7, 2022, in
Statesboro. He served
in the South Georgia
Conference of the United
Methodist Church for 41
years and retired in June
2021 as senior pastor of
Perry United Methodist
Church. Prior to his
appointment in Perry,
he served at churches in
Savannah, Macon, Jesup
and Statesboro. A gifted
leader, he held numerous
leadership roles in
the United Methodist
Church on the district,
conference, jurisdictional
and general church
levels.
Michael "Mike" Rollins
(’81,’90) of Statesboro
passed away suddenly
Feb. 17, 2022, at East
Georgia Regional
Medical Center. He was
devoted to his family
and passionate about
serving the StatesboroBulloch County
Community as director
of the Statesboro-Bulloch
County Parks and
Recreation Department.
He was instrumental
in the development of
Mill Creek Regional
Park, Splash in the Boro
waterpark, the S&S
Railroad Bed Greenway,
Agriculture Arena and
many other community
projects throughout the
years.
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Florence "Flo" Whitfield
Jackson (’83) of Darien,
Georgia, passed away
March 6, 2022. She
had a decorated career
as a chemist in the
toxicology laboratory
and the biochemical
genetics and metabolic
disorders laboratory for
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
She also had a career
as a teacher and served
multiple terms as a
McIntosh County Board
of Education member.
Dale Reagan (’81), a
longtime resident of
Savannah, died of
complications from
a heart attack in
Gainesville, Georgia,
on March 15, 2022.
He taught music and
technology and had a
career as an IT specialist
in the tech industry.
Byron Nelson (’87) of
Claxton, Georgia, died
on March 24, 2022. He
owned and operated an
auto parts business for
20 years before finding
a new career in local
banking. The dedicated
Eagle fan participated
routinely in the Georgia
Southern Coaches
Caravan.
Delma Dewey Dimsdale
Jr. (’82) of Savannah
died unexpectedly May
28, 2022, while playing
tennis with friends.
He had a long career
in food service and
advertising sales and
in 2020 found a new
home professionally
with InventureIT.
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He was a member of
many Savannah civic
organizations, and as a
proud Georgia Southern
alumnus, he was an
active supporter of Eagle
Athletics and a member
of the Savannah Eagle
Club.
1990s
Cynthia "Cindy"
Hutcheson Riner (’91)
of Swainsboro, Georgia,
died unexpectedly Aug.
25, 2021, in Savannah
due to a heart-related
illness. She taught Pre-K
and 2nd grade and was
newly retired after 31
years of teaching in
Emanuel County.
Marla Calame Fisk (’93)
formerly of Alton, Illinois,
died Nov. 13, 2021, in
Monterey, California. She
was an accomplished
media sales professional,
serving as a senior
account manager in
digital advertising for
hospitals and health
care providers in the
West Coast region. She
served as a linguist in the
U.S. Army and learned
the Persian language
of Farsi at the Defense
Language Institute
Foreign Language Center
in California.
Patricia Waller Lloyd
(’92,’94) of St. Simons
Island, Georgia, died Nov.
21, 2021, at a hospital
in Jacksonville, Florida.
She was a math teacher,
coach, and sponsor, and
in 1994 began service
as a school psychologist
for several schools
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until retiring from the
McDuffie County Board
of Education in 2005.
Bonnie DeLoach Price
(’98) of Bluffton, South
Carolina, passed away
Dec. 2, 2021. She was
an aerobics instructor,
physical fitness director
and personal trainer for
over 20 years in Hilton
Head and Bluffton.
James “Brett” Franklin
(’91) of Metter, Georgia,
passed away Dec. 5,
2021, at his family home.
He was a supervisor
for UPS in Swainsboro,
Georgia, then joined the
family business at Jimmy
Franklin Chevrolet, Inc.,
in Metter.
Lori Ann Bolden
Boatright (’91) of
Blackshear, Georgia,
passed away Dec. 27,
2021, following a short
illness. She was a dental
hygienist.
Kristen May Young
(’94,’99,’06) of
Bainbridge, Georgia,
passed away Jan.
13, 2022. A social
studies teacher, she
was fascinated with
animals and fostered
many strays over the
years. She devoted her
life to instilling a love
of learning with her
students and served as
their advocate on many
fronts.
Patricia Barker Bradley
(’95) of Claxton, Georgia,
passed away Feb. 2,
2022, in hospice care.
She taught at Evans
County Elementary

School Pre-K for 25
years and received the
first Teacher of the Year
award for Evans County.
John “Tom” McGalliard
II (’91) of San Marcos,
California, passed away
March 19, 2022, from a
traumatic brain injury. He
was a 24-year veteran,
having served both
in the U.S. Army and
Navy, retiring in 2008
as a naval commander.
He served as a military
critical care nurse and
was deployed and
participated in Operation
Iraqi Freedom in 2003
as a Naval FRSS team
member. As a civilian,
he worked as a critical
care, catheterization and
vascular access nurse.
Nancy Mulherin Owens
(’91) of Ludowici,
Georgia, passed away
March 21, 2022, in
hospice care. She taught
6th-grade science in
Long County and adult
students in the local
GED program.
Darrell Williams Sr.
(’97) of Millen, Georgia,
passed away March
23, 2022. He was an
assistant superintendent
at Augusta Utilities
Department.
2000s
Steve Tarter (’02) of
Kingsland, Georgia,
passed away Jan. 16,
2021, at the Camden
Campus of Southeast
Georgia Health System.

Derek Thornberry
(’08) of Marietta,
Georgia, passed away
unexpectedly from a
heart attack July 24,
2021. He was previously
employed as a regional
sales manager at Central
Payment Systems, a
physical training manager
at LA Fitness and as a
loan specialist.
Elizabeth "Bess" Rivers
Dedwylder (’17) of
Columbus, Georgia,
died of natural causes
at home on Oct. 31,
2021. She fulfilled her
lifelong dream of living
in New York City but
moved back home during
the pandemic to work
remotely as a medical
staffing recruiter. She
loved to travel and
visited many countries in
her short life, including
a safari in Tanzania
with her family just two
weeks before her death.
Her mother says she
was a member of Kappa
Kappa Gamma and loved
every minute of her
college years at Georgia
Southern.
Kelly Greene (’05,’07) of
Richmond Hill, Georgia,
died Jan. 14, 2022, after
a courageous battle with
breast cancer. She began
her teaching career at
Liberty Elementary in
Midway, Georgia, and
went on to instruct,
mentor and advocate
for students for over 15
years.
James Lanier (’13) of
Statesboro died Jan. 25,
2022, at East Georgia

IN MEMORIAM

Regional Medical Center.
An excellent high school
athlete, he was an
inductee into the Bulloch
Academy Athletic Hall
of Fame. He owned
and operated Lanier
Millworks until his death.

A volunteer advisor for
the Claxton Chamber
of Commerce’s Junior
Board of Directors, she
also led students on
various trips overseas
and to presidential
inaugurations.

Charles "Chas"
Standridge (’13), who
grew up in Statesboro,
passed away suddenly
on Jan. 26, 2022. For
the last seven years, he
worked as a national
systems consultant for
Stage Front Presentation
Systems. The avid golfer
and saltwater fisherman
cherished his time on the
water with family and
friends.

Sylvia Sasser Higgins
(’00) of Rincon, Georgia,
passed away on March
25, 2022, after a long
battle with breast
cancer. She had a
career in administrative
management.

Kelley McGonnell Lash
(’00,’06) of Houston,
Texas, died suddenly
Feb. 21, 2022, of a blood
clot in the heart. She
had served as director
of student media at Rice
University since 2010.
Prior to that, she held the
same position at her alma
mater, Georgia Southern
from 2007 to 2010. She
had come full circle after
serving in multiple roles
as an undergraduate in
student media, including
as editor-in-chief of
the university's student
newspaper, The GeorgeAnne, from 1998–2000.
Julie Bass Sikes (’04) of
Claxton, Georgia, died
March 14, 2022, from
injuries she sustained in
an automobile accident.
She began her career
in education in 2012
teaching history at
Claxton High School.

EAGLE NATION
Professor Emeritus
Benjamin Zellner III
of Culloden, Georgia,
passed away at his
residence on Dec. 6,
2021. He spent several
years conducting
research for the
University of Arizona
before working on NASA
projects including the
Hubble Space Telescope.
He spent the final years
of his career as an
astronomy professor in
the physics department
at Georgia Southern.
Larry Bruce Yawn,
a longtime Georgia
Southern supporter, died
suddenly after heart
complications on Jan. 20,
2022, in Statesboro. The
business and community
leader was best known
as the owner of Snooky’s
Restaurant, which closed
in 2012. Throughout its
existence, Snooky’s was
a regular eating spot
for the Eagle Nation
community including
Coach Erk Russell.

Yawn was a founder and
supporter of the Deen
Day Smith Service to
Mankind awards. He was
a recipient of the award
in 1990 and received
the Deen Day Smith
Service to Mankind
Humanitarian of the Year
Award in 2001.
Assistant Professor
Emerita Charlene
Kimbro Stewart of
Statesboro died Feb. 22,
2022, after a long battle
with Alzheimer’s disease.
She was a teacher
at Marvin Pittman
Laboratory School and
later became an assistant
professor in the College
of Education at Georgia
Southern University.
An avid supporter of
the Georgia Southern
football program, she
hosted Coach Erk Russell
and many players for
meals. The professor
of middle grades and
secondary education
retired in 1997.
Professor Emerita
Sharon Tracy of
Statesboro passed
away March 23, 2022,
in hospice care. The
criminal justice and
criminology professor
joined Georgia
Southern in 1989 and
retired in 2014. Her
scholarship focused on
understanding young
offenders, particularly
their participation in
gangs, leading her to
collaborate with local
agencies to understand
gang membership in
Georgia. A perennial
favorite of students, her

courses, which included
gangs, drugs, and
criminal justice, as well
as hate and bias crimes,
among numerous others,
were popular draws on
campus.
Associate Professor
Emeritus Wilmer Grant
Jr. of Statesboro passed
away on March 27,
2022, at a hospital in
Savannah. The physics
professor was a Georgia
Southern faculty member
from 1982 to 2002. He
received the Professor
of the Year Award in
1986. He served as an
officer in the U.S. Army
and was active in many
community organizations
and activities. He served
as a board member
and board chair of the
Statesboro Parks and
Recreation Society and
was instrumental in the
development of Splash in
the Boro! Waterpark and
Aquatics Center.
Associate Professor
Emeritus Harley
Robert “Bill” Cheshire
of Statesboro passed
away March 29, 2022,
after a long illness. The
vocational education
professor retired from
Georgia Southern as an
associate dean in the
School of Education. He
was a lifetime member
of the Kiwanis Club of
Statesboro.
Debra Cogell Akins, an
avid Eagle supporter,
and spouse of alumnus
Richie Akins, director
of Stores and Shops at
Georgia Southern, passed

away in hospice care
in Statesboro April 21,
2022. She worked in the
college textbook industry
for 23 years and enjoyed
attending Georgia
Southern home and away
football games.
Willie “Bill” Golden,
a beloved figure on
the Georgia Southern
University campus died
peacefully in hospice
care in Statesboro on
April 24, 2022. He spent
his entire profession in
the fields of economic
development and
higher education. For
many years, he held
faculty and leadership
positions within the UGA
Cooperative Extension
Service and extension
agricultural programs
at Clemson University.
In 1989, he became
director of corporate and
foundation relations at
Georgia Southern. His
role expanded in 1991
when he was appointed
director of governmental
relations at Georgia
Southern, as well as
president of the Georgia
Southern University
Foundation and director
of development. When
he retired in 2007, the
Georgia House and
Senate honored him
with a resolution for
his long service to the
state. He was married to
the late Dorothy Smith
Golden for 42 years.
They had two children,
Jennifer and Jeff. He
spent the last 10 years of
his life happily married
to Barbara Christmas
Golden.
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EAGLES
HOST HISTORY

For the first time in history, Georgia
Southern’s J.I. Clements Stadium
hosted an NCAA Regional Baseball
Tournament. Clements Stadium was one
of 16 sites across the country hosting the
tournament, and Eagle Nation helped set
a new attendance record during the event
with 3,533 fans against Notre Dame. The
postseason selection was the Eagles' 14th
overall appearance in NCAA postseason
play and the first since 2014. Georgia
Southern shut out the University of
North Carolina Greensboro 8-0 in their
first game, but had subsequent losses
against Notre Dame and Texas Tech to be
eliminated from tournament play. They
finished the regular season ranked 21st in
the nation and finished with 41 wins, the
most since 2009.
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TO ACCELERATE
YOUR CAREER
Choose a Graduate Degree that Fits Your Life
When you're a full-time professional or a full-time parent — or
both! — it's hard to imagine going back to school. But for many
professions, the only way to move forward is to go back.
At Georgia Southern University, we're flexible so you don't
have to be.
Choose from more than 80 graduate programs, including 56
online programs. We'll make sure you're ready to accelerate
your career. Ready to lead. Ready to make a difference.
Visit cogs.georgiasouthern.edu/admission to get started.
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